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A gallery of some of Philipôs photos from the holiday can be seen on Wildlife Travelôs Flickr site, at 
https://ww w.flickr.com/photos/wildlifetravel/ sets/72157657734903482 

 
And a short video compilation of some of the trip high lights can be seen on our Youtube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WildlifeTravelling
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25th August. Sao Paulo: Ibiropuera Park. Our first day in Brazil, and with some of us still 
bleary eyed after a long overnight flight, we set off into the Sao Paulo traffic. Sao Paulo is 

apparently home to 7 million cars, and it certainly felt like we saw a decent percentage of them!  
 

Iberopuera Park is the largest chunk of green space in the city, and is obviously well used by the 
city people, despite the drizzling rain. Here we met up with Pat and  Trish, and our guide for the 
day Guillermo. 

 
A gentle wander through the park gave us our first introduction to the common birds of Brazil. 

Rufous-bellied Thrush, Sayaca Tanager, Bananaquit, Greater Kiskadee and both Eared and Ruddy 
Ground Doves were all in evidence, all to be very familiar species during our trip. On the lake we 
found Pied-billed Grebe, White-faced Whistling Duck, Common Gallinule and a fishing Green 

Kingfisher. 
 

Near a playground, a very handsome Blonde-crested Woodpecker put on a show, feeding 
amongst the many epiphytic plants growing on some of the park trees. We found a roosting 

Striped Owl, high up in the top of a pine tree. And holding territory amongst the óshrimp flowersô 
in the nursery garden was a lovely male Swallow-tailed Hummingbird. 
 

26th August. Campo Grande to Pousada Aguape. After an almost inhuman 5am start, 
fuelled by airport coffee and poao de queso, we took a morning flight from Sao Paulo 2 hours and 

one time zone west to Campo Grande, where we met up with Fino, our Bra zilian guide for the 
next few days, and headed off south west.  

 
After an hour or so we left the tarmacked road and headed across the campo, stopping now and 
then to check for roadside birds: our first Red -legged Seriema and Greater Rhea, Limpkin and 

Burrowing Owl, and a pair of White -headed Marsh Tyrants sharing their small pool with a family 
of Capybara. A couple of Pampas Deer were also seen along the way, and a shy family troop of 

Hooded Capuchins slipped through the trees. 
 
Fifty three dusty kilometres later, we arrived at Pousada Aguape, an oasis of shade where lunch 

was waiting for us, as well as two of the iconic Pantanal birds: several Toco Toucans flying back 
and forth (Philipôs 3000th ever bird species) and a spectacular pair of Hyacinth Macaws nesting in 

a broken palm. 
 

A siesta from the midday heat, and then it was time to head out into the campo aboard our open-
topped safari truck. Interesting birds included Ferruginous Pygmy Owl (roosting near reception!), 
Yellow-collared Macaw, Brazilian Teal, Savannah Hawk, Chotoy Spinetail, Rusty-backed Antwren 

and Barred Antshrike. A family of Coati fed by a small pool, in which a single small Yacare Caiman 
was living; a Yellow Armadillo bumbled through the grassland; and a couple of Crab-eating Foxes 

trotted  along the path, headed purposefully towards the pousadaé   But the real star of the 
afternoon waited until the last minute to put in an appearance when, thanks to Franciscoôs local 

knowledge, we finally tracked down a Giant Anteater feeding in the wooded corner of a field. As 
the light faded, we watched him feeding along the woodland edge, with fire flies started to light 
up around us. Excellenté 

 
Back at the pousada, five Crab-eating Foxes waited patiently for scraps by the dining room, and a 

very friendly Yellow Armadillo drank from the bird bath and fed on ground maize.  
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SOUTHERN PANTANAL  

  

    

clockwise from top left :  
 
Giant Anteater, Hyacinth Macaw, Red-legged Seriema, South American Coati and Toco Toucan. 
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27th  August . Pousada Aguape . After a well-deserved nightôs sleep, the early alarm call came 
courtesy of the local Chaco Chachalacas, crowing noisily from their roost in the mango trees.  

 
A pre-breakfast wander gave good views of an excellent variety of parrots: in descending size 

order, Hyacinth, Blue-and-Yellow and Red-shouldered Macaws, Turquoise-fronted Amazon, Scaly-
headed Parrot, Nanday, Yellow-chevroned and Monk Parakeets. A performing troop of Toco 
Toucans were on show at the bird feeders as we ate breakfast. 

 
The morning was spent messing about in boats: two boats took us down river, through some (at 

times rather heavy!) rain showers. Four species of kingfisher put in appearances; a pair of 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar posed on one side of the river while an Amazonian Blue-crowned Motmot 
was sat on the other; Great Antshrike and Mato Grosso Antbird did their best to stay hidden in the 

undergrowth, but succumbed to the tape lures; a very smart Cream-coloured Woodpecker 
showed well at the top of a tree; and monkeys included a troop of Hooded Capuchins and single 

male and female Black-and-Gold Howler Monkeys. 
 

The afternoon was rained off, leaving us to enjoy the light ning show from under cover: a Yellow 
Armadillo joined us in seeking shelter from the rain, scurrying around between the dining room 
and the kitchen.  

 
28th August. Pousada Aguape to Fazenda Sao Francisco . We left Aguape after breakfast, 

and made our first stop of the day at the fishermenôs camp site. A flurry of new birds appeared 
for us, with Grey-crested Cachalote, White-fronted Woodpecker, Blaze-winged Parakeet, Bare-

faced Currasow, Green-backed Becard and Red-billed Scythebill all putting on a show.  
 
Continuing the drive out to the tarmac, we soon found a Giant Anteater in a field. We quickly 

crossed the field in front of him, and the animal designed by a committee continued about his 
business, seemingly oblivious to our presence, despite the clicking of camera shutters. An 

amazing experience. 
 
Happy with our lot, we rejoined the tarmacked road and headed westwards, finally arriving at 

Fazenda Sao Francisco in time for lunch, passing another two Giant Anteaters along the way, as 
well as a busy pool full of  White-faced and Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, Wattled Jacanas, 

Brazilian Teal an assortment of ibises and a big Southern Screamer. 
 

After (eventually) settling into our rooms, with Hyacinth Macaws and Jabiru nesting nearby, our 
afternoon excursion was a boat trip on the Sao Domingo branch of the Miranda River. Black-
collared Hawk and Cocoi Heron were almost always nearby, hoping to catch an easy meal in the 

form of a piranha -shaped handout; splashes of colour came in the form of Blue-crowned Trogon, 
Pale-crested Woodpecker, Ringed and Amazon Kingfishers; a couple of big Yacare Caiman lurked 

nearby, perhaps also hoping for an easy mealé; and mammal interest came in the form of a lazy 
male Black-and-Gold Howler dozing the afternoon away and a busy troop of H ooded Capuchins 

feeding on palm fruits.  
 
Dinner, and then we were out yet again, this time complete with blankets and safety goggles (!!) 

for a night drive. And what a night drive it wasé we started with óthe usualô Yellow Armadillo, 
Crab-eating Fox and Capybara, soon found a couple of Giant Anteaters (making a total of six for 

the day!), and then things really took offé  
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An Ocelot, the real target species for the evening, bounded across the road in front of us and was 
picked up in the spotlight working it s way rapidly up the bank, giving decent albeit obscured views 

of this elegant, spotty cat to most of us.  
 

And still on the Ocelot-induced high, just down the same track, a sweep of the spotlight revealed 
a tall, gingery mammal out in a grassy field. Throu gh the binoculars, instead of the expected 
Pampas or Marsh Deer, we found ourselves looking at a spectacular Maned Wolf! A totally 

unexpected bonus down here in the Pantanal, this was the first the Xavier had seen in the 
Pantanal in eight years of visitingé The wolf stood looking around for a while, before sitting down 

in the grass, leaving just his ears and the reflection of our light in his eyes showing through the 
grass. 
 

Amazing. 
 

The rest of the night drive went in a bit of a blur, although numerous Co mmon Pauraques and a 
couple of impressive Scissor-tailed Nightjars put on a show, flying up off the track in front of us. 

And a small group of Brazilian Guinea-pigs were feeding around a corner, on the side of the track.  
 
29 th  August. Fazenda Sao Francisco  to Campo Grande . Our morning drive took us along the 

banks of the rice fields of Fazenda Sao Francisco, where hundreds of Bare-faced Ibis fed 
alongside many other wetland birds, including Southern Screamer, Muscovy Duck, various other 

herons and ibises, and some migrant Pectoral Sandpipers and Lesser Yellowlegs, freshly arrived 
from their breeding grounds in Canada. Marsh Deer were grazing in the fields, a flock of red -

breasted White-browed Blackbirds were seen, and a pair of Burrowing Owls perched on some 
rusting old farm machinery.  
 

At the end of a long d rive back to Campo Grande, we took a  walk through some farmland on the 
edge of the city , with Curl -crested Jay, Yellow-faced Parrot, a Purple-throated Euphonia and a 

hawking Aplomado Falcon among the new species. A pair of macaws at a nesting tree were 
confusingly colourful hybrids, Blue-and-Yellow X Red-and-Green, while the trees around the pool 
were home to a big Cattle Egret roost. As the birds came in to roost, the Black -crowned Night 

Herons left, and so did we, to our hotel near the airport and a dinner of more meat than anyone 
could dream of at a local churrasceria. 

 
30 th  August. Campo Grande to Cuiaba.  A morning flight took us from Campo Grande to the 

bigger city of Cuiaba, from where we headed south  to Pocone, the gateway to the 
Transpantaneiria (complete with a photo opportunity gateway).  
 

Our first taste of the Transpantaneira was the feeding frenzy of egrets, caiman and Large -billed 
Terns at one of the bridges, with a pool full of catfish trapped  in the receding flood waters.  

 
We finally made our way to Pousada Piuval, our home for the evening, where White -eyed and 

Yellow-chevroned Parakeets fed in a mango tree as we (briefly) settled in. Our afternoon 
excursion was, bizarrely, by tractor-drawn tr ailer, through the flooded fields (home to the 
spectacularly unspectacular Yellowish Pipit) to a caiman-filled oxbow lake.   

  
At dinner, House Geckos ran across the walls and a couple of Lesser Snout-nosed Tree Frogs tried 

to get into the dining room via the windows. 
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31 st  August. Piuval to Porto Jofre.  A pre-breakfast wander along the entrance track gave us 
close views of a feeding Jabiru, with Hyacinth Macaws flying past and a troop of Bearded 

Capuchins running across the paddock in the distance. 
 

Our morning drive took us to a canopy tower, giving us great views out over the marshland, with 
a huge Wood Stork colony visible in the distance. Nearby, a family troop of Black-and-Gold Howler 
Monkeys dozed the morning away in the tree tops, with Green Junglerunner and Black Tegu 

scuttling through the undergrowth.  
 

From Piuval we drove south along the hot and dusty Transpantaneira, via an unscheduled, 
extended stop by the Pixaim River as we swapped buses (while a Solitary Cacique battled it out 
with a gaggle of Purplish Jays over ownership of some oranges). 

 
With the bus problem sorted, we set off again and finally arrived at Porto Jofre after dusk had 

fallen, arriving along a rough dirt track at the decidedly rustic Pousada Jofre in the dark. 
 

1st  September. Por to Jofre.  Everything looks a lot better in the daylight and after a good 
nightôs sleep, and so it was with Porto Jofre. Black-faced Nunbird and Bearded Capuchin 
entertained some outside the rooms, and the coffee set everybody up for a memorable day on 

the river. 
 

The morning was spent scouring the river banks, in vain, for any sign of the areaôs star 
attractions. With the sun beating down, and just Yellow -billed Terns, Black Skimmers and a 

handful of Capybara to show for our efforts, we took a well -earned air-conditioned break for lunch 
in a house boat.  
 

The afternoon was somewhat differenté 
 

Not long after lunch, Lindaôs well-timed shout of óotters!ô drew our attention to a family of Giant 
Otter lazing on the river bank. They were all soon back in the wate r and yelling at the motorised 
intruders into their territory.  

 
And not long after, having started to head back toward the óthree brothersô section of river, a call 

over the radio had us speeding right back to where we started, and there on the river bank  was 
the best of beasts and the undisputed star of the show, a big thick -set male Jaguar. 

 
2nd  September. Porto Jofre to Pousa Alegre. Our early morning return to the boat was 
destined to be a repeat of yesterdayôs, and we returned from the river empty handed. 

 
The drive back along the Transpantaniera was also similar to our drive down, being primarily hot, 

long and dusty, with surprisingly little to entice us to stop.  
 

Our one decent stop, at a grove of mango trees rather prosaically known as óthe shadeô proved to 
be a very good one. Amazingly, all five species of kingfisher put in appearances, with óthe usualô 
Ringed, Amazon and Green joined by a dainty little American Pygmy Kingfisher and, nearby, good 

views of a Green-and-Rufous Kingfisher. 
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NORTHERN PAN TANAL  

  

    

clockwise from top left :  

 
Jaguar, Giant Otter, Crab-eating Fox, Jabiru and Capybara 


