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# DATE LOCATIONS & NOTES
1 26" June Train to Valence and coach to Les Nonieres
2 27" June Les Nonieres and surrounds
3 28" June Col de Pennes and village of Jansac
4 29" June Les Claps. Marais de Boulignons (Rochbriane), médaewvia of Chatillons
5 30"June | Cirque d Archiane
6 1% July Valle de Combeau (lower)
7 2" July Valle de Combeau (upper), Reserve Naturelle des
UST OF TRAVELLERS
Leader
Charlie Rugeroni Dorset
Graham Bellamy Bedfordshire

Cover:Black Vanilla Orchid\ilf Powel)
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Day 1 Monday 28 June Outbound from London St Pansdo Valence via Lilles Europe

Travellers met prior to boarding the 12.28 Eurostar to Lilles Europe. Two members were temporarily lured by the
bright lights and shopping opportunities of Paris but returned for a second look at customs before boarding the
correct train. Graham met the group at Lilles before boarding the TGV to Valence where we were met by our drivel
Serge who drove us the ¢90 minutes to the hotel Mont Barral where a welcome drink and buffet supper awaited us,
before being allocated our roosnby Sylvie.

Day 2 Tuesday 27June Les Nonieres and surroundings

After a brief introduction to the holiday and the areas we would be visiting we set off on foot to explore the area
close to the hotel in sunshine. Turning right towards the Col de Memedegan to look for wild flowers and
butterflies.

Early risers had already found Lizard Orchids growing close to the hotel and heard the electrical buzz of Bla
Redstart and the jangling call of Serin. Butterflies were active and we began to find Sa@st Satyr, Spotted
Fritillary, Adonis Blue and the first of many Marbled White of the holiday. A beautiful Swallowtail landed on Red
Valerian at the side of the road, replaced a short while later by a Scarce Swallowtail. Butterflies were abundan
aroundthe hotel, Wilf having found 11 species before breakfast!

Three species of Sermontain were admired, as was Pyramid Orchid and the abundant Mountain Germander. The
wonderful Yellow OxEye was in full bloom almost outcompeted by the splendid blue floee@upidone. Griffon
Vultures were finding thermals over the nearby rock faces.

Returning to the village we took the track beside the stream and looked for plants in the scrubby margins of the
stream and the flower rich meadows close by. A White Wagtdi ron the back of a horse admired by a group of
House{ LI NN ga& | YR (KS K2NESQa R2y1Se O2 Y-uditthd goyiptas thdy S K
were moved to one of the meadows.

Clouded Yellow, Brown Argus, Wood White, Heath and Knapwsgtlhfes, Small and Pearly Heaths and
Brimstone butterflies were joined by Violet Carpenter Bee and a Praying Mantis was found camouflaged green on
plants by the path.

Swallowort, drifts of Yellow Rattle and the Small Yellow Foxglove enlivened thevhitdkBastard Toadflax and
Restharrow hugged the ground. Dark Red Helleborine was in peak condition, and the Helleborind=pigaatis
mulleriiand Common Spotted Orchids were found in several places. A nevofilde area was Creeping Lady's
Tresseshat was found while we had our lunch beneath the shade of pine trees.

Prenanthes (Rattlesnake Root) was just in flower and two species of Wintergreen were found beneath the pines.
An area of the superbly coloured Cowheat, Melampyrum nemorosurwas phdographed as were mayflies and
caddis larvae in the crystal clear stream. Further along the track a flowery meadow was alive with butterflies,
amongst them fresh specimens of Meleager's Blue and Provencatt8ihedtblue were discovered. Several day
flying moths were also in evidence; in addition to the pretty green Forester and the more sombre Chimney
Sweeper, three species of Burnet moths were photographegbuthern Skspot Zygaena transalpinaSlender
Z.lotiand ReticenZ.romeo.The track was obvialy popular with dogwalkers and the evidence they left behind

was popular with some of the butterflies. At one spot we were able to observe the-ihlliinng beetleSisyphus
schaefferin action.

We admired the waterfall at the head of the valley befat@nbing the forest track to the small road which led us
slowly back to the hotel. Here we found Dodder growing on Lavender and Broom. Yellow Birdsnest was founc
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The Vercorsspecies list and trip repor26™ June to & July2017

beneath the trees before we emerged onto a meadow with more butterflies. A road with nactveds something

of a novelty to our English eyes, especially as we were accompanied by the ever present singing Blackcaps, as"
found Fringed Pink and the diminutive Rexderwing Skipper in the verge. Several Southern White Admirals were
seen drifting abng the edge of the trees.

Back to the hotel for a drink, before meeting at 6.45 for a roundup of the day. Wilf and Charlie both had a good eye
for butterflies and 34 species were found on day 2.

The first of the three course evening meals did not dis@ppwith Tomato salad; Ravioli and cheese finished
with a delicious Pana cotta with jus.

Day 3 Wednesday 28June Col de Pennes and village of Jansac

After breakfast and collecting our lunch we drove the 45 minutes through stunning scenery to Goirdss Rt

1040 m. The grassland and scrub of the hill side revealed Blue Lettuce, Italian Maple, Vervain, a St john's Wort ,
Stachys rectand a the very prettyConvolvulus cantabriunVith a Songrhrush song as background we followed

and photographed the Uitterflies. Apatch of Vipers Bugloss was a good area to spot Essex and Small Skippers,
and Marbled White. An amazing Mantid Fly was found; an improbable beast assembled on a Friday, part
lacewing, part Praying Mantis. The Mantid Fly went through a rouifngrooming its wings that a yoga grand
master would be proud of, lunging its forelegs and front part of its body in an arch over its back.

The day remained cool but bright with one shower of rain. The butterflies were most obliging in the cooler
temperaures and could be approached closdBf. the larger butterflies we had good views of Woodland Grayling
GAGK Alda aLAY K2fSé¢ gKAGS alLRaG 2y AlGa KAYRgAy3IAD

We crossed the road to a path through beech woodland to hide from a shower of rain. Here was Adiyezhd
Ringlet, Pearly Heath and Mazarine Blue. Most of the Prenanthes had had their heads nibbled off presumably by
deer.

We walked down the quiet road, which gave us eye level views of the flora and butterflies on the roadside slope
Here was the small lead Laserpitium sillerleaves of Hepaticayellow Gentian, our first Red Helleborines and
Bird's nest Orchids were seei huge fly with a long stout proboscis was found feeding from a roadside thistle. As
the day warmed up, butterflies became more activith more Woodland Graylings and an impressive male Great
Sooty Satyr. A fresh male Sikeashed Fritillary was another highlight, whilst a Large Wall Brown made a brief
appearance and a rather ragged Blymot Hairstreak was discovered at the edge @&f thad.

Lunch was taken in a track entrance close to a patch of pink flowered Shrubby Restidtenwunch, we studied
the butterflies and found Escher’'s Blue and several roosting Heath Fritillaries. More Prenanthes were found in
flower and the attradve broomrapeOrabanche gracilis

We met the coach, driven by the very able Jacques, and descended the hill to visit the small village of Jansac wher
we found Small Elder or Danewort. We visited the small cemetery close to where the first Wildlifetsaiee
Vercors stayed some years ago, and admired the Lizard Orchids. A large group of swifts rushed overhead as w
left.

Returning to the hotel we relaxed before meeting up to review the days records, followed by an excellent meal o
Guinea Fowl! and dessert of ice cream on a chestnut sauce. Heavy rain curtailed the planned evening stroll to lister
for Scops Owl and Midwife Toad.
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Butterflies and Moths of the Vercors : some highlights

-

AT 4.'-1
A ACALY

Top, | to r: Marbled White and Pearly Heath; Woodland Grayling (Graham Bellamy)
Middle,Itor:Lar ge Bl ue and Weaverods Fritillary
Bottom, | to r: Purple-edged Copper, Apollo and Merry Burnet Moth (all other photosWilf Powell)
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Day 4 Thursday 28June.Les Claps, Marais des Boulignof&g¢chbriane), Medieval town of Chatillons

A prebreakfast stroll gave us Serin, Black Redstart, Bonelli's Warbler and White Wagtail; with views of a
Hare in the fields below.

Having studies the weather forecast for the week it was decided to altetittezary to leave the high Combeau
visit for the best day forecast.

Jacques drove us to Les Claps on the River Drome. Here in 1442 an earthquake and storm conspired to bring sor
of the hillside down to block the river creating a lake that was to becdmeMarais de Boulignons. At Les Claps we
found Smoke TreeQptinus) a very woody Honeysuckle, Bastard Balm, Deadly Nightshade and the Blaiedd
5201 ® ¢KS NROSNI gl & FdzZAt 2F airfd FNBY G(GKS LINBOA2dza

We drove on to the Marais which ventered on a boardwalk before taking the footpath up across the valley side to
descend into the marais proper. Beautiful Demoiselle damselflies flew among the sedges by the river and Blac
tailed Skimmer, Common Darter and Azure Damselfly were also seen.

On the hillside path we found Lizard Orchid, the Hellebofpactis mulleti al RRSNE GKS ¢
Yy | LJg @rfarréa pectinata with its haienet like sepals, and Dutchman's Pipeistolochia pistolochiayith its

small melon shaped seed podSeveral Wall lizards watched our progress along the rocky tfackthe nearby
scrubby grassland butterflies suddenly were everywhere as the sun came out, with Marbled White, Great Sooty
Satyr, Pearly Heath and Heath Fritillary.

As we got to marsh levehére was a single Bee Orchid. Out on the marsh a good show of Marsh Helleborine
Orchid and Dragons Teeffetragonolobusnaritimusgave photo opportunities as a Stonechat scolded from the
bushes.

A shower of rain had us sitting beneath one of the Black FopNJ ¢ ¢ S NRaé¢ 2NJ LRt f | NRax
soon over we found Greater Butterfly Orchid, Marsh orchids and some sizeable Fragrant Orchids that looked to
be good candidates for the Marsh Fragrant variety.

The sun returned and we explored scrubbgodland and grassy glades beyond the marsh. The trees and bushes
were resplendent with lichens here.

The butterflies did us proud with Bergers or Pale Clouded Yellow (impossible to tell apart on the wing), Brown
Argus, Small Heath, Small Skipper, Woolit#®y and Common, Adonis, and Escher’s Blues. An immaculate
Weaver's Fritillary posed for photographs, displaying its ptiipted underside.

We returned in sun over the marsh boardwalk and found Greater Butterfly Orchid, a Marsh Frog, common darter
and Blacktailed Skimmer dragonflies and Azure Damselfly. A Large Skipper butterfly was spotted nectaring on a
Marsh Fragrant Orchid with a pollinium (pollen sac) attached to its proboscis. On the way back to the bus, a
Clouded Yellow was spotted on the traicksvegetation.

We returned to the hotel via Chatillons, where we walked from the parking area through the medieval town with
enticing views up the Viols, or narrow passages, between the irregular walls of the houses. Here we had a drink at

caféandal@ ND SR GAff 1 3S tAFTS gKAES aoATFTia G2NB GKNRBJIAK

Back to Les Nonieres for a rest, before an evening meal of eggs, veal and gateau with cream while hail beat
down outside An eveningvalk to listen to the Midwg Toads also revealed a Gleoworm and several bats.
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Day 5 Friday 30June Cirque d'Archiane

After breakfast we drove the 25 minutes through quiet roads through the Vercors scenery to arrive on the
outskirts of the small settlement of Archiane at 769fe Catchflies were in full bloom on the grassy banks
their stems sticky to the touch. Roman Snails were about their business, perhaps on their way home after a
night out. Alpine Swifts could be seen high on the rock faces, but as we reached the dethieevilage

they were suddenly down with us as they momentarily flew overhead calling. We looked up to see tens of
Alpine Swifts at low level, scything the air above us. A special moment!

The cirque is a rock amphitheatre interrupted by a vast limestmrterop, The Belvedere, at 107Cetres.

2S gl f1SR 2dzi 2F (GKS @Attt 23S 2y | &Yl Salbia stladdeBdtierfliesy R 1
were busy in the adjacent meadows and Meadow Brown, Small and Essex Skippers, Marbled Whitetland Hea
Fritillary were all frequent. Other notable sightings included, St#wedded Blue, Spotted and Higfnown
Fritillaries, Blackeined White, Great Banded Grayling and Northern Brown Argus. Wall lizards basked in patches o
sunlight to scuttle away onpgroach. A field dominated by Vipers Bugloss, busy with bees, and bordered with
FYyOASYyG Y2aa O2@SNBR adzZ 0 SNNE GNBSa gha I+ O2f 2 dzNF dz
rocks on the high skyline with several Griffon Vultures getlirdpse up look! Scarce Swallowtail, and Wood White
butterflies took our attention until a perfect Apollo was spotted in a field edge where there grevie&red
Germander and Ground Pine beneath our feet.

Lunch was taken by a fast flowing stream over stholimestone slabs. With commendable agility, Charlie
fielded a dropped lunchtime peach as it was rapidly swept downstream.

After lunch we made our way slowly back to the village admiring the views and stopping to check the
butterflies including a SpotteFritillary chrysalis.A Hummingbird Hawkmoth showed off its flying skills on a
flowery bank.

After a brief stop for refreshments at the Auberge we walked towards the other side of the cirque to a grassy fielc
with a wonderful spurge that was in flowerek¢ were several fresh Large Blue Butterflies, a Cirl Bunting, Forester
Moths and Baton Blue Butterfly. Overhead were more Griffon Vultures and a view of a Golden Eagle

As we returned to the mirbus we noticed the Catchfly flowers seen in the morningd blarivelled, the buds for the
coming night's pollination opportunity ready to open.

Back at the hotel we relaxed before sharing our records before another fine meal.

Day 6 Saturday July™1Valle de Combeau (lower)
The Prebreakfast walk revealed a aple of Roe Deer in a meadow below and singing Serin and Cirl Bunting.

Part one of a tweday trip to this valley in which we explore the middle and lower reaches. Dannielle was our
driver from today until the end of the holiday. We stopped a couplerog$ en route as we climbed towards
the small valley car park.

Our first stop was at a small roadside quarry where there was a chance of spotting Chamois on the steep slopes al
scree opposite. Despite a thorough search none were seen, the hillsides\westithed in wisps of cloud. Griffon
Vultures were seen on the skyline. The roadside rewarded us with Mountain Cornflower, Fringed Pink, Commol
Spotted and Fragrant Orchids, and Sermontain amongst many of the plants in flower. Further along the road we ha
Darkred Helleborine, Twayblade, Yellow Gentian, Red Trefoil and Sweet Cicely.
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N ."“ 24 ~ S

Top,lItor:Fringed Pink and Cirque d6Archiane (both
Middle, | to r: Mantis Fly, Large Banded Grasshopper (both Wilf Powell) and waterfall, Les Nonieres (Graham Bellamy)
Bottom, | to r: Wall Lizard (Sheila Brooke) and Small Alpine Bushcricket (Wilf Powell) 8
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As the day warmed up butterflies began to appear including Dark Green Fritillary;vBlaek White, Northern
Brown Argus, Almondyed Ringlet, and several egatching male Purpledged Coppers. Several interesting
Burnet moths were found including southern -Spot, Slender and the wonderfully named Merry Bur@ggaena
hilaris Trout were spotted in the nearby stream and on the banks an impressively tall anel ti@nsered Fragrant
Orchid.

We left the minibus at the Combeau valley car park and found Dusky Cran€siinium phaeunand False White
Helleborine, Veratrum album By the stream was aAdenostyles spWe explored the nearby hillside and its
wildflowers finding Burnt Orchid, many Spiked Speedwell, Smooth HoneyMartagon Lily, and the pungent
leaved Spignel, a fine show of Masterwort and Clustered Bellflower. The birds did not disappoint with more Alpine
Swifts, Yellowhammer, Tree Pipit, Goldfinéltpine Chough and Crested Tit. The grassland was alive with crickets
and grasshoppers including Large Banded Grasshopper, Roesel=riBkisty Small Alpine Busiticket and
Wartbiter. A freshly emerged Small Elephant Hawkmoth was photographed beforewserskent us looking for
cover and an early lunch during which a Citril Finch and Bullfinch were seen. On the way back to the track w
encountered the bright metallic green and red Large Cuckoo Wasp and a superb male Scarce Copper.

Some time was spent adring the sheep that were grazing the high valley grasslands. These were held in paddock:
surrounded with flexible electric netting, two hundred sheep or more eating the enclosed grassland within a day ol
so before being moved on. All the sheep were mptesumably lambs of the year and with them older sheep, some
gAGK o0Stftaz FYyR gAGK aOF YSE ¢ KdzyLla 2F dzyOdzi Ff SSOSc
few wolves that haunt the high Vercors.

We walked along the edge of the flowgpgstures admiring the drifts of Yellow Rattle and Red Trefoil, to meet the
mini-bus further down the valley. We drove to the road that leads to the col de Menee to investigate two other
areas. One had some good Lizard Orchids and a fine show of Cupititime sAcond stop down a narrow track, we
searched in vain for Coralroot Orchid, but were rewarded with a fine shawletdmpyrum nemorosaalong with

Herb Paris, Small Elder, a Biradhast Orchid and Prenanthes.

We returned to the hotel for a preneeting drink and relaxing sit in the sun.

After a tasty meal featuring trout some of us explored the village checking on the Midwife Toad, we saw two specie
of bat; one large and slow flying. We heard Tawny Owl and saw-@&dom.

Day 7 Sunday™ July. Valle de Combeau(upper). Reserve Naturelle des Hautes Plateaux du Vercors

Danielle drove us to the Combeau car park once more, via the Chamois slope, where we set of in unpromisin
weather for the head of the valley. A stiff head wind and low cloud makingas uwp with extra clothing emerging

from the depths of our bags. We went up via a gulley through woodland and meadow where we admired Burnt
Orchids, a good patch of Common Spotted Orchids and the first of several Saxifrages, Fairy Foxglove and ferr
Joinhg the track we spotted a juvenile Ring Ouzel and calling Crossbills flew overhead to settle obligingly on the
nearby tree tops. Good views of a Black Woodpecker et flying through the trees to settle and feed on the
ground. Despite the weather the @adows looked inviting with several Sedum species in flower, wonderful shows
of Spiked Speedwell and magnificent flower spikeSedumtectorumsignposting the way. Mountain Germander,
Yellow Gentian, Commo8potted and Fragrant Orchid, Dodder, a Gypdapthe first Black Vanilla Orchids and
Moonwort maintained the interest. Field Gentian Sev2 NIi ' yR . Si2y & LINRGJARSR LI (¢
Mantle and Alpine Bistort and the attractive Mountain Aster clinging to rocky outcrops.

This was not goodeather for butterflies, but on the way up a couple of roosting Lafggzzled Skippers
and a Purple Treblbar moth were discovered.
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Wild boar had been busy recently rooting up areas of the grassland. One thoroughly dug over area had held a fin
standof Martagon Lilies only the week before. We came across a couple of wood ant mounds, the ants were very
busy and the nearby vegetation growing much taller than the surrounding grassland.

As we gained height we began to meet the low cloud, the mountainnopsinvisible. The small refuge that looked
favourite for a lunch stop was occupied and we walked on to find a welcome dell where we were out of the worst of
the wind. As we settled in for lunch a brilliantly marked Northern Wheatear and family warneot g come any
closer, and a Raven with a curiously high pitched call flew along the tree line. The dell had a good population
Vanilla Orchids that were in peak condition. Nearby, but unseen, Alpine Marmots called. Although we were wel
sheltered the tbud was down at times to about 30 m visibility. One butterfly that seemed happy to be active in
these conditions was well spotted by Julia, this was the Common Brassy Ringlet. The forecast was for the cloud to
in the midafternoon, but we decided ibest to retrace our steps down the valley. With the wind at our backs and
the gradual loss of elevation it soon felt warmer and we admired the meadow flowers and soon butterflies were
attracting our attention again, with Lesser Marbled Fritillary, and mima Ringlet. Crested Tits played hide and
seek in the nearby trees with a probable Firecrest.

By now the weather had improved and the sun spent more time out than in, a cloud of House Martins flew in the
shelter of the edge of distant woodland.

We visied the Auberge for a welcome drink before heading back to the hotel. Wilf and Julia set off again up the
Les Nonieres valley to take a last look at the butterflies and came back with an Idas Blue to take the trip total to
56.

Charlie had put together amgertaining round up of the week that we watched in the comfort of the hotel
bar before our last meal at the hotel.

Day 8 Monday8™ July. Return to London

After breakfast we said ougoodbyes to Sylvie and her stafland Danielle drove us back to Valenés the high
tops of the Vercors fell away and we approached Valence we slowly returned to a busier way of life

Thanks to everyone for making this holiday memorable and for sharing knowledge and good humour alike. Please

let me know if there is anythinto add to the species list. Thanks to Wilf, Julia, Betty, Sheila and Barbara for the
photographs and content for the report.

Graham BellamyWwildlife Travel
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A later trip than usual for this area for Wildlife Travel. This trip included several folk from the Bedfordshire Natural
History Society and this relted in good coverage of the butterflies and day flying moghant andshield bugs and

invertebrates in generallhanks to them for sharing their finds with the rest of the group.

LATIN NAME

ENGLISH NAME

PTERIDOPHYTA: FERNS AND HORSETAILS

1 Horsetails

2 6’[h
27"
2 8'[h
29"
30"
1St

2nd

3rd

Notes

---------

Ferns

Botrychium lunaria Moonwort Y Alpine meadow
Polypodium vulgare Polypody Y Y In gulley
Asplenium rutamuraria Walkrue Y|Y Y Y Walls and rocky
outcrops
Asplenium trichomanes | Maidenhair Spleenwort YIY|Y Y
Cystyopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder Fern Y Probable
Limestone Fern ? ?

Gymnocarpium
robertianum

PINOPHYTA: CONIFERS
Cupressaceae (Junipers)

---------

4 Pinaceae (Pines)
Pinus mugo Mountain Pine ? Present most areas
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine Y Y Y|Y|Y

MAGNOLIOPHYTA: FLOWERING PLANTS

DICOTYLEDONS

Aceraceae (Maples)

Acer campestre Field Maple Y

Acer opalus Italian Maple Y|Y Three lobed leaves
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Y

Anarcardiaceae (Pistachio, Sumac, Smailex)

---------

Adoxaceae (was Caprifoliaceae) (Elder)

Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder Y Y Jansac and Coralroot
area

Sambucus nigra Elder Y Y|Y Y

Viburnum lantana Wayfaring Tree Y Y Y

8 Apiacae (Umbellifers)

Astrantia major Great Masterwort Y|Y Out well in meadows

Bupleurum sp Y Roadsides, narrow
leaves,small flowers

Eryngium campestre Field Eryngo Y Y Y|Y Frequent
meadows/waysides

Heracleum sphodylium Hogweed Y|Y

Laserpitium gallicum Sermountain Y|Y Y|Y Out well, frequent

Laserpitiumatifolium Broadleaved Y Y

Sermountain

Laserpitium siller Y Finer leaves

Meum athamanticum Spignel Y Y|Y Just over, fragrant
leaves

Orlaya grandiflora White-Lace Flower Y Les Noniers, seen
from bus
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