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LIST OF TRAVELLERS 

Leader  
Philip Precey    Wildlife Travel    
 

 
A gallery of some of Philipôs photos from the holiday can be seen on Wildlife Travelôs Flickr site, at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wildlifetravel/sets/72157644917 225203/  
 

#  DATE LOCATIONS & NOTES 

1 17th May UK to Kilimanjaro, via Amsterdam 

2 18th May Arusha NP 

3 19th May travel, Arusha to Lake Manyara 

4 20th May Tarangire NP 

5 21st May travel, Lake Manyara to Ngorongoro Conservation Area, via the crater rim 

6 22nd May Ndutu, southern Serengeti 

7 23rd May southern and central Serengeti 

8 24th May central Serengeti 

9 25th May travel to Ngorongoro Crater, via Oldupai Gorge 

10 26th May Ngorongoro Crater 

11 27th May travel back to Kilimanjaro Airport. Flight to Amsterdam 

12 28th May Amsterdam to UK 
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18th May. Arusha National Park  
 

After our long day travelling from the UK, a  misty dawn broke to reveal the lodge for the first time, a series of 
bungalows strung out along t he edge of a wetland. Noisy Hadada Ibis and Black-headed Herons left the acacia trees, 
and the reeds became alive with the sound of weavers preparing to leave their safe roost: large number of Golden -

backed and Village Weavers, with smaller numbers of Vitelline Masked Weaver, the big chunky Grosbeak Weaver and 
the beautiful and locally endemic Taveta Golden Weaver. A pair of Little Bitterns chased back and forth, a big 
lumbering Purple Swamphen flopped into a denser patch of reeds, and both Moorhen and Black Crake were calling. A 

large adult Great Sparrowhawk came through low over the marsh, over our heads, before perching up in a tall tree 
for a few seconds. And all this before breakfasté 
 

From the breakfast óroomô, we got excellent views of the normally shy Little Rush Warbler, giving his song followed by 
an odd jumping display. A Red-faced Cisticola sang nearby, with Trilling Cisticola in the distance, and a male Northern 
Fiscal sat nearby as we ate our eggs. 

 
Heading out along the bumpy entrance track, we stopped here and there, with a bre eding colony of Taveta Golden 
Weavers, a passing African Hoopoe, Bronze Sunbird and a displaying male African Goshawk to be seen. Entering 

Arusha National Park, we paused briefly at the gate, where Wire-tailed Swallows were nesting under the eaves, 
Variable Sunbirds flitted about and a Long-crested Eagle soared in the distance. 

 
Our first stop in the park proper was at the ómini Serengetiô, a small grassy plain where a herd of African Buffalo and 
Common Zebra were lazing, surrounded by Cattle Egrets. A handful of Bushbuck and Warthog were here too, with 

Egyptian Goose, Hadada Ibis, Hammerkop and a single Great Egret. 
 
Entering the forest, we soon bumped into one of the main targets for the day, a small group of the handsome black -

and-white Guereza Colobus feeding quietly by the road . Next up, in a clearing we found a  Crowned Eagle, an adult at 
the nest site atop a tall tree, with a well grown youngster calling  from nearby in the tree. One of Africaôs biggest 
eagles, these raptors are monkey hunters, and we later saw the pair of adults displaying over the forest, the female 

dwarfing the male and terrifying the family of Sykesô Monkeys feeding nearby. 
 
A stand of fruiting fig trees had attracted a  large group of Silver-cheeked Hornbills, along with Sykesôs Monkeys and a 

troop of Olive Baboons going through on the forest floor.  Round the corner, and not one but three Harveyôs Duikers 
quietly feeding on the forest edge : normally a very shy forest antelope, these three were quite happy out in the open, 
allowing everyone to take their photos .  

 
During the day there were butterflies aplenty in the forests , with an impressive seven species of swallowtail including 
the King Swallowtail Papilio rex. We also found the rare Mount Meru Stream Hawker Aeshna meruensis at a small 

hillside stream, with plenty of other colourful dragonflies.  
 

After lunch, we passed another large herd of Buffalo, with jousting Warthogs. Nearby, a pair of delicate Kirkôs Dikdik 
were feeding close to the track-side: the male with short stiletto horns  and large black scent gland in front of his eye, 
the female more delicate and greyish-blonde. 

 
Heading higher, we passed through the fig tree arch Ficus thonningii, and found a big troop o f Guereza Colobus 
feeding in a Cape Ash Ekebergia capensis covered in the epiphytic fern Drynaria volkensii, with old manôs beard 
lichens Usnea spp draping the trees: a party of Red -fronted Parrots flew over.  
 
Getting out to stretch our legs near a waterfall, our attention turned to some of the plants of these montane for ests 

colourful spikes of the red hot poker Kniphofia thomsonii, the bright pink Lobelia holstii and the very similar orchid 
Cynorkis kassneria. The trees here included two very impressive conifers, Juniperus procera and Podocarpus gracilior, 
both relicts of a cooler climate along with the nearby African Olive trees Olea europaea ssp cuspidata. 
  
Back at the lodge, a pre-dinner excursion with torches gave everyone views of the lemur -like Small-eared Galagos 
clambering about in the trees behind the dining roo m, with two new species in the form of Red -chested Flufftail and 

African Wood Owl both heard calling while we were going through the dayôs lists. 
 

 
 
 



Tanzania 2014  
Species lists and trip report  

 

4 

 

ARUSHA NATIONAL PARK  

  

Top row, l to r: Giraffe; Papilio phorcas 
Middle row, l to r : Guereza Colobus; Kniphofia thomsonii; Kirkôs Dikdik  
Bottom row, l to r: Olive Baboon; Mount Meru peeping through the clouds 
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19 th  May. Mount Meru to Lake Manyara  
  

A travel day, as we headed back through Arusha and out to the west, towards the Rift Valley.  
 
Our first comfort stop was at Tembo Club, where we stretched our legs and familiarised ourselves with some of the 

common birds of the area: Northern Grey-headed Sparrows alongside Kenya Sparrows, a Rattling Cisticola singing 
from the top of a tree, a shy Grey -backed Camaroptera calling from within dense vegetation, a group of the bright 
Red-billed Firefinch and a pair of Baglafechtôs Weavers collecting nest-building materials. Plenty of butterflies w ere in 

the rough grassland, including Small Yellow Orange-tip, Black Pansy and a rather tatty African Monarch. 
 
Onwards, we passed a half-built hotel on which a pair of Lanner sat, surveying the road, while Little Swift and Rock 

Martin flew around them.  
 
For lunch, we stopped at Elionata Swamp: several species of duck flew back and forth over the wetland, brightly 

coloured Southern Red Bishop and Yellow-crowned Bishop displayed from the top of the reeds and a couple of the 
very-localised White-tailed Lark sang overhead. On our way back to the road, we stopped at a mixed weaver colony, 
where Spekeôs Weaver, Village Weaver and Chestnut Weaver nested alongside each other, and alongside an Augur 

Buzzard, sat tight on her nest in the middle of the hubbub.  
 

Our first ógameô appeared by the roadside: a group of Ostriches, with Blue Wildebeest, Plains Zebra, Thomsonôs 
Gazelles and a small group of Eland spread out behind them. 
 

Arriving at our camp, there was plenty more game to be seen: Giraffe, Impala, Wildebeest, Zebra and Warthogs were 
all around the lodge itself, while the view from the rooms took in the expanse of Lake Manyara, which glowed pink 
with the massed ranks of hundreds of thousands of flamingos: mostly Lesser Flamingo, but with small numbers of 

Greater Flamingo amongst them. Looking out over the lake, we picked out a pair of displaying Grey Crowned Cranes, 
a couple of massive Marabou Storks stalking through the shallows, and numbers of Black-winged Stilt, Avocet and 
Grey-headed Gulls on the very distant shoreline. 

 
20 th  May. Tarangire  National Park  
 

After an early breakfast, as dawn broke over the bright pink of Lake Manyaraôs flamingos, we headed off towards 
Tarangire National Park. 
 

The drive through the scrub to the main road involved plenty of stops,  with Yellow-billed Storks and Sacred Ibis flying 
over, plenty of interesting finches and weavers, a pair of Black -faced Sandgrouse shuffling around on the bare 
ground, a small party of Banded Mongooses running briefly through the bushes and a pair of Black-backed Jackals 

stalking off.  
 

At the gate into the National Park, a large harem group of Impala greeted us, with a pair of Yellow -collared Lovebirds 
nesting in the gate itself and a secretive Lesser Honeyguide slipping through the top of an acacia.  
 

The day was filled with birds. Raptors ranged from Africaôs smallest, the Pygmy Falcon, to White-backed Vultures 
congregating in a baobab and Africaôs largest eagle, a young Martial Eagle coming low overhead; a normally-
nocturnal Violet-tipped Courser stepped out from beneath a bush; a massive Saddle-billed Stork came overhead; and 

we found three species of woodpecker: Cardinal, Nubian and the larger Bearded Woodpecker.  
 
Stopping to admire our first group of Giraffes for the day, we also found a troop of Verve t Monkeys in the trees, and 

a couple of massive Nile Monitors sunbathing beside the water hole. 
 
At the picnic spot, while the locally -endemic Ashy Starling begged for scraps alongside the appropriately named 

Superb Starling, a family group of Dwarf Mongooses briefly put in an appearance. 
 
The highlight of the park is the combination of the massive Baobab trees alongside the massive Savannah Elephants: 

after our first three males, we found the breeding herds, trooping through the savannah, scratching themse lves 
against trees and drinking from muddy waterholes. By the end of the day we had seen a good couple of hundred 

animals, in a magnificent and very African landscape. 
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TARANGIRE  NATIONAL PARK  

  

Top row, l to r: Leopard Tortoise and Martial Eagle  

Middle row, l to r : African Elephant, Double-banded Courser and Impala 
Bottom row, l to r: the Baobab and Acacia-dotted savannah of Tarangire NP; Giraffe and watchers 
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21 st  May. Lake Manyara to Ndutu  
 

A handful of us started the day with a walk down towards the shores of Lake Manyara, where were able to get closer 
to the amazing multitude of flamingos. On our way we passed a water trough containing several Flat -backed Toads 
and a single Sharp-nosed Ridged Frog, trapped in the steep-sided pit. Several were rescued, but one or two decided 

the water was the safer place to be and jumped straight back iné 
 
After a leisurely breakfast for most of us, it was time to head off, heading around the eastern side of Lake Manyara 

and then striking north -west, for the Ngorongoro -Serengeti system. 
 
Along the way we stopped to watch a troop of Blue Monkeys feeding on a fruiting Sycamore Fig, looked out over 

Lake Manyara from the viewpoint on its northern side , had our lunch in the shade of an acacia tree home to a small 
colony of Lesser Masked Weavers, and then began to climb up onto the rim of the famous Ngorongoro crater. A troop 
of Olive Baboons welcomed us into the park with suspicious looksé 

 
Coming round a corner through the montane forest, suddenly the full vista of the worldôs largest intact volcanic 
caldera opened up in front of us. The viewpoint provided the perfect setting for a full set of óselfiesô, as well as giving 

us a great vantage point from which to look down on the herds of  Buffalo, Zebra and Wildebeest down on the crater 
floor, almost ant -like from up here. At least four bull Elephants were picked up in some of the marshy areas around 

the edge of the óleraiô woodland, and in the pools we could see the shiny backs of Hippos clustered in the deeper 
water. 
 

Driving round the rim of the crater, the view changed to that of the Serengeti plain, stretching out to the north and 
west. We stopped to admire a herd of Wildebeest, Zebra and Eland, as well as looking down onto a tradition al (ish) 
Maasai village, with Capped and Schalowôs Wheatear both common along the roadside on this higher plateau. 

 
With some way to go to reach our destination, it was time to put some kilometres behind us, bumpy work over the 
dirt tracks which took us ac ross the short-grass plain, home to great numbers of both Thompsonôs and Grantôs 

Gazelles, a group of the impressively massive Kori Bustard, a party of Giraffe near to the famous Oldupai Gorge (with 
its dense stands of Wild Sisal, known as óoldupaiô in Maasai) and our first predators of the plains: Golden Jackal 
slinking away from the road, and a superbly mean -looking Spotted Hyena resting on a mound. 

 
With bladders nearing their limits, we finally arrived at Ndutu Lodge, set in an area of Flat -topped Acacia scrub, and 
our home for the next two nights.  

 
Evening entertainment was provided by a pair of Common Genet who joined us for dinner, and Kirkôs Dik-dik which 
came out onto the grass around the lodge after dark to feed.  

 
22 nd  May. Ndutu  

 
A pre-dawn start had us gathering for coffee and biscuits before heading out for our morning game drive.  
 

Peter and Alan did us proud, with their local knowledge and expert driving providing us memorable encounters with 
two of the ómost wantedô for this tripé 
 

We started with a pair of Lions flirting on the edge of the woodland, with much tail raising and rolling about before 
she led him away into the trees, away from prying eyes. As we were leaving, a second big adult male appeared, 
walking purposefully along the valley, heading towards the courting couple, and passing between our vehiclesé 

 
Four beautiful Bat-eared Foxes dozed by their den, occasionally getting up for a stretch before turning round to find a 
more comfortable spot.  

 
A pair of Secretarybirds in the top of an acacia gave us wonderful views as they preened, before swooping down to 
the floor and stalking away.  

 
Nearby, we drove through an enormous colony of Red-billed Quelea, the acacia bushes laden down with scruffy 

woven nests and the air filled with the whi rring of wings and chirping of the worldôs most numerous bird. 
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LAKE MANYARA AND N DUTU 

  

Top row, l to r: sunset over Lake Manyara; Scarlet-chested Sunbird; Fischerôs Lovebird 

Middle row, l to r : Blue Monkey; Common Genet; family of Cheetah  
Bottom row, l to r: male Lion, and sunrise from Ndutu lodge 

 

 

  

  

 


