
WILDLIFE TRAVEL  

 

Turkey 2013  
 

 



 

LIST OF TRAVELLERS 
Leader s 
Yiannis Christofides  Wildlife Travel     
Philip Precey   Wildlife Travel     
 

Guides  
Gökhan Ture   Dragoman       
Cenk Durmuskahya  our botanical guide    

¢iĵdem    our cultural guide (sorry: she disappeared before I could get her full name!)  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

A gallery of Philipôs photos from the trip is online at www.flickr.com/photos/wildlifetravel/sets/72157637273751355/  
 

#  DATE LOCATIONS & NOTES 

1 31st October London to Antalya. o/n Göynük 

2 1st November Pre-breakfast walk Göynük 
am: Kemer Valley, up to Gedelme village. pm: Göynük canyon 
o/n Göynük 

3 2nd November Göynük to Finike, via Kumluca, Limyra (archaeological site) and Arykanda. 

o/n Finike 

4 3rd November Alaca Dag. Lunch at Göknük. Avlan Lake. 

o/n Finke 

5 4th November Susuz Dag. o/n Kas 

6 5th November Boat trip to Kerkova. o/n Kas 

7 6th November Katran Dag and Phellos. o/n Kas 

8 7th November Return to Antalya, and home 

 
Day One: 31 st  October . Antalya  

 
Our afternoon flight was fairly empty, passing uneventfully over Europe to arrive at Antalya and then transferring to 

the hotel at Gºyn¿k for a late supper and our bedsé 
 
Day Two: 1st  November . Göynük and Kemer Valley  

 
Our first Turkish morning dawned, and we were presented with the amazing backdrop of mountains behind the hotel:  
a stunning setting.  

 
For the early risers, there was a pre-breakfast walk around the gardens and woodland near the hotel. Chief prize for 
the birders were a pair of White -spectacled Bulbuls, a real local speciality, found along the southern coast of Turkey 

and then down into the Levant. With their dark head, yellow vent and, of course, white spectacl es all seen well, 
attention turned to the plantsé 
 

In a fenced off field, a carpet of the pale blue Muscari parviflorum looked lovely in the morning light. We also found 
the last purply spikes of Scilla autumnalis before delving further into the pinesé Here, hidden amongst the trees and 
beyond the piles of building rubble, we found a fairytale woodland carpeted in pink, with swathes of Cyclamen 
graecum in all shades of pink. A lovely sight. 
 



 

After breakfast, we headed inland a little way, to the Kemer valle y. Driving up the valley, our first stop was at an old 
cemetery. Here we had our first introduction to Colchicums , learning how to tell them from Crocuses and enjoying 
plenty of flowers of the pale pinky -white Colchicum balansae, the common Colchicum from here on in. Amongst the 

trees we also found a scattering of Autumn Ladiesô Tresses Spiranthes spiralis and some nice flowers of Friarôs Cowl 
Arisarum vulgare. In the trees, another pair of White -spectaced Bulbuls posed in the sun for some, a Middle Spotted 

Woodpecker flitted away and a Spotted Flycatcher caught insects from the highest treetop. A Hummingbird 
Hawkmoth zipped around the Lantana flowers, while a fast flying Two -tailed Pasha flew past, not stopping to give us 
a look. 

 
Heading on up the valley, a cry from Yiannis had us stopping to admire a large boulder, on the top of which were our 
first snowdrops, the autumn flowering Galanthus peshmenii. Several ferns were growing on the rock, while around 

the back were several patches of the delicate Dianthus orientalis blowing and twisting in the breeze . 
 
Towards the top of the valley we arrived at the village of Gedelme. Here we found plenty m ore Galanthus  peshmenii, 
growing in profusion in a sheltered ruin , trackside Colchicum balansae and some spectacularly old Eastern Plane 
Trees. Up by the castle, we found our first c rocus (three anthers instead of six): Crocus cancellatus of the local 
subspecies lycius.  
 
After lunch, with freshly squeezed and very astringent pomegranate juice and a Spur -thighed Tortoise in a ditch, we 
headed back to Göynük and the dramatic canyon. At the bottom of the canyon, in the stream and dammed pond 

were several Levant Water Frogs, with the fish in the pool probably a species of Capoeta, a group of river fish 
endemic to western Asia and under threat from introduced Rainbow Trout.  
 

Unfortunately, the single specimen of Crocus wattiorum that Yiannis had tracked down three days ago had been 
nibbled beyond the point of rec ognition: just a single petal and the leaves remained. One crocus lost, but on the way 

back down we gained a colchicum, with two groups of Colchicum baytopiorum: three broad leaves per plant, pinky 
purple petals and pale yellow anthers. A surprise find, and worth the walk.  
 

A Peregrine sunning herself at the top of a far cliff was barely more than a dot on a rock, while a  Freshwater Crab 
looked distinctly lost on the track, a long way up above the freshwater in the bottom of the gorge.  
 

Day Three: 2 nd  November. Göynük to Finike  
 
A travel day, as we moved from Göynük to our next hotel, in the coastal resort of Finike.   

 
Heading south along the coast, our first stop was a stony hillside meadow where we found a handful of Crocus 
cancellatus ssp lycius, some nice clumps of Colchicum balansae, a friendly donkey and a scorpion under a rock 

(probably Iurus asiaticus, a Turkish endemic).  
 
Our next stop was inland from the town of Kumluca (the greenhouse capital of Turkey!), where the hillsides were 

covered in the lovely, bright yellow flowers of Sternbergia sicula. Spurge Hawk Moth caterpillars, chomping their way 
through the spurge, distracted some, while a Clouded Yellow zipped past and a couple of small juvenile lizards were 

too fast to be identified.  
 
Back down in the outskirts of Kumluca, another roadside stop revealed the bizarre ghostly cream flowers of Biarum 
marmarisense and another beautiful pink Colchicum, this time Colchicum stevenii. There are two Colchicums on our 
route that flower at the same time as their leaves are present: this one has more and narrower leaves  than 
yesterdayôs C. baytopiorum, and darker anthers.  

 
A little further down the coast we stopped at the ancient city of Limyra. Here we saw the fantastic tombs, carved out 
of the rock face, of the necropolis; the impressive Hellenistic amphitheatre and e xplored the Lycian ruins, learning 

more about the history of the area. Along the entrance track were more Biarum marmarisense growing at the base of 
the wall. A stream flowing through the site was green with both Water -cress and Foolôs Water-cress, while 
Goldfinches twittered from the top of the Plane trees and both White and Grey Wagtails bounded about. A single 

Balkan Terrapin was sunning himself on the edge of the stream, before disappearing after he got disturbed. Starred 
Agamas were on the rocks, and a small juvenile Pamphylian Green Lizard scuttled away.  
 

The usual Black Redstarts were shivering their tales over the ruins, but a female Blue Rock Thrush was nice to see, 
showing off in very good light, while a pair of Rock Nuthatches performed nicely, h opping amongst the archaeology. 
 



 

After lunch, we headed further inland, this time to the ancient city of Arykanda, a very impressive site, both for the 
ruins themselves but also for the amazing location, terraced into the hillside looking down the valley t owards Finike. 
Alongside the history, we enjoyed Biarum pyramii, Crag Martins flying overhead, a male Kr¿perôs Nuthatch in the old 
pines near the top of the site along with a pair of Rock Nuthatches around the ruins, and at least three Persian 
Squirrels, one of which finally put on a show for everyone to see. As we got back on the bus, a small group of Wild 

Goats appeared on the hillside, with a couple of animals picking their way along the top of the ridge, while three 
more appeared close to the road. 
 

Day  Four: 3 rd  November. Alaca Dag  
 
We started the day with breakfast on the balcony, looking out to sea.  

 
Our main target for today was to explore the higher parts of Alaca Dag, the Red Mountain, north west of Finike. 
Climbing up on the mountain roads, our fi rst stop was at around 1000 metres in altitude, where the Pinus brutia 
forest gave way to the wonderful, aromatic Cedar of Lebanon. Nearby we found plenty of Crocus cancellatus ssp 
lycius. Clouded Yellow and Eastern Rock Grayling both flew past, while Bill saw a pair of Long-legged Buzzards 
overhead. Turning the rocks here revealed a beautiful female Luschanôs Salamander, a species endemic to the Lycian 

coast and a subspecies endemic to the Finike area. 
 
Gaining height, we rose above the cedars and passed through a valley wooded with Hop Hornbeam and Balkan 

Maple, before emerging on an open saddle. Here, with the spectacular landscape as backdrop, we found one of the 
real highlights of the region, the beautiful endemic Crocus mathewii with its deep violet óthroatô and reddish anthers. 
There were quite a few on the closely grazed turf. Crag Martins flew overhead, a small group of Wood Lark fed on 

the ground and a party of Long -tailed Tits came through the trees.  
 

From here we travelled back down from the moun tain, via more mountain roads, to the village of Göknü k, where we 
had lunch of handmade pancake-like flatbreads by the side of a mountain stream that was home to Dipper.  
 

After a relaxing lunch, we rejoined the asphalted road and went up over the pass and wandered the shores of Avlan 
Lake and the nearby slopes covered in juniper, cedar and pine forest. On the bare fields by the lake a large mixed 
flock of finches was feeding, made up of Chaffinch and Serin, with a handful of Goldfinches. A party of 6 Wood L arks 

showed very well as the fed on the ground near the path, and a Green Woodpecker called from the trees. Out on the 
lake a few Great White Egrets fed, while further out were large numbers of Cormorant and distant ducks. Best of the 
lot though was an adu lt White-tailed Eagle sat on a dead tree. 

 
Day Five. 4 th  November. Susuz Dag  
 

Today we moved from Finike to our next base, in the small harbour town of Kas, via the Susuz Dag mountain. 
Heading north out of Finike, we climbed back past Arykanda and Avlan Lake before heading into the flat plain north 
of the pass, with apple orchards and vineyards across the flat land before we were back climbing again into the 

mountains. Looking back on the village we saw the tombs of Abdel Musa and his cook, the founders of an important 
local Alevi sect. Nearby, two Chukar ran across the hillside. 

 
We had a couple of stops as we crossed the mountains. Chief botanical highlights were Crocus pallasi, Colchicum 
boissieri and the amazing Cedar forests. On the rocks we also found ¥rtzenôs Rock Lizard, with the colourful juveniles, 

with red throat and bright blue tail, alongside a couple of the duller grey adults. Two small groups of wild horses 
galloped across the high mountain meadows, and a Long-legged Buzzard watched us from the top of a rock.  
 

Alas, at our lunch stop we couldnôt find any sign of the tiny Sternbergia colchiciflora: perhaps in this dry year, it  is 
flowering undergroundé We did, however, find a pile of Wolf scat on the track, packed with Persian Squirrel fur and 
bones. 

 
Emerging back down from the mountain, we rejoined the main road and headed south, towards Kas. We made one 
last stop for a walk through the oak and pine forest, in the hope of finding one more crocus for the dayé 

unfortunately, by the time we found t he spot, the Crocus assumaniae had closed up for the night. A Middle Spotted 
Woodpecker and a pair of Kr¿perôs Nuthatch nearby were some recompense. 
 

We arrived in Kas after dark and settled in to the Begonvil Hotel before walking down into town for local kebabs for 
dinner. 
 



 

Day Six. 5 th  November. Kerkova boat trip  
 
Today, most of us opted to take the boat trip out to Kerkova island. The main focus of the day was the history of the 

area, but along the way we did find an endemic oak Quercus aucheri, both Pistacia terebinthus and P. atlantic and a 
clump of Colchicum steveni. Yellow-legged Gulls were flying around some of the smaller islands, a Two-tailed Pasha 

flew past as we arrived at the fishermanôs hut and the island was scattered with piles of Indian Porcupine droppings 
and the evidence of lots of nocturnal digging by these big rodents. But the wildlife highlight of the day must have 
been the Loggerhead Turtles: we saw at least four different animals during the day as they poked their heads up 

above the water to breath.  
 
Our dinner was pide eaten in the town square: a Tawny Owl flew overhead, while the usual local cats and dogs 

proved entertaining/distracting (delete as applicable).  
 
Day Seven. 6 th  November. Katran Dag and Phellos  

 
Our first stop today was the roadside as we headed north towards Katran Dag, where we found perhaps the most 
spectacular of the colchicums, Colchicum variegatum. At a nearby cemetery we found more, along with Spiranthes 
spiralis and we puzzled over the dates on the grave stones.  
 
Climbing into the mountains again, our stops here revealed another spectacular bulb, this time Sternbergia clusiana in 

great splashes of yellow under the pines. Nearby, our final crocus of the trip was Crocus asumaniae, a more subtle 
plant with a trifid s tyle. Kr¿perôs Nuthatches called in the trees and a Sparrowhawk flew over. 
 

Lunch was taken in a nearby village, with more traditional food followed by home grown grapes and pomegranates. 
An Autumn Emperor Moth Perisomena caegina joined us briefly, before finding a more suitable home in the garden.  

 
We ended our day with a walk up through the oak and strawberry tree woodland to the ruined city of Phellos. The 
carved tombs and spectacular view would perhaps have been better appreciated if weôd been forewarned of the 

length of the walk. On the way back down, a female Hen Harrier flew across in front of us.  
 
Dinner was another fantastic feast, albeit interrupted by rain as the weather finally arrived.  

 
Day Eight. 7 th  November. Return to Antalya and home  
 

With thunder and lightning starting the day, and thick fog along much of the drive, we were certainly lucky with the 
timing of the bad weather on this trip! Today we drove back along the coast towards Antalya, passing the Coot -
covered lagoons near Finike and stopping along the way to visit the amazing ruins at Myra (where Blue Rock Thrush 

were singing and Dianthus orientalis and the Ground Pine-like Ajuga bombycina were flowering) and to enjoy the 
display of Cyclamen graecum along the entrance road to Phaselis. 
 

Our flight home was busier than on the way out, but all went smoothly, depositing us and our bags safely back at 
Gatwick on time. 



 

TURKEY 201 3: autumn bulbs  
 

 

   

 

 

Top, l to r : Cyclamen graecum and C. mirabile 
Middle, l to r: Muscari parviflorum, Biarum marmarisense and Biarum pyramii 
Bottom, l to r: Galanthus peshmenii, Sternbergia sicula and Sternbergia clusiana 

  



 

TURKEY 2013:  Colchicums & Crocuses  
 

 

 

 

Top, l to r: Colchicum balansae, C. baytopiorum and C. steveni  
Middle, l to r: Colchicum boissieri, C. variegatum and Crocus asumaniae 
Bottom, l to r: Crocus cancellatus ssp lycius, C. mathewii and C. pallasi 

  

  

  



 

TURKEY 2013: some other highlights  
 

 

 

 

Top, l to r: Luschanôs Salamander and ¥rtzenôs Rock Lizard, two Turkish endemics 
Middle, l to r: carvings at Arykanda and rock tombs at Limyra 

Bottom, l to r: mountain scenery on Alaca Dag with Cedrus libani and Persian  Squirrel 

 

 

 




