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Top: Cricket Warbler and Hoopoe Lark 

Bottom: Cream-coloured Courser and Temminck's Lark 
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Top: Fulvous Babbler and Southern Grey Shrike 

Bottom: Spectacled Warbler and Black Wheatear 
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Western Sahara December 2019: some highlights 
 

  
ENGLISH NAME 

 
SCIENTIFIC NAME 

 
NOTES 

 BIRDS         

 Family Sulidae (Gannets)         

 Gannet Morus bassanus Dakhla 

 Family Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants)         

 White-breasted Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo maroccanus Dakhla 

 Family Ardeidae (Herons)         

 Little Egret Egretta garzetta Dakhla 

 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Dakhla 

 Family Threskiornithidae (Ibises, Spoonbills)         

 Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Dakhla 

 Family Phoenicopteridae (Flamingoes)         

 Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus Dakhla 

 Family Pandionidae (Ospreys)         

 Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus Dakhla 

 Family Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, Vultures)         

 Black Kite Milvus migrans Awsard Road 

 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus Awsard Road 

 Family Falconidae (Falcons)         

 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Dakhla 

 Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus Awsard 

 Family Haematopodidae (Oystercatchers)         

 Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Dakhla 

 Family Burhinidae (Thick-knees)         

 Eurasian Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus Oued Jenna, Tachektent 

 Family Glareolidae (Pratincoles, Coursers)         

 Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor Awsard Road 

 Family Charadriidae (Plovers, Dotterels, Lapwings)          

 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Dakhla 

 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus Dakhla 

 Dotterel Charadrinus morinellus Awsard Road 

 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola Dakhla 

 Family Scolopacidae (Sandpipers)          

 Sanderling Calidris alba Dakhla 

 (Ruddy) Turnstone Arenaria interpres Dakhla 

 Dunlin Calidris alpina Dakhla 

 Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Dakhla 

 Redshank Tringa tetanus Dakhla 

 Greenshank Tringa nebularia Dakhla 
 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica Dakhla 
 Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Dakhla 
 Family Laridae (Gulls, Terns)         

 Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei Dakhla 
 Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis Dakhla 
 Audouin’s Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii Dakhla 
 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Dakhla 
 Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Dakhla 
 Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia Dakhla 
 African Royal Tern Thalasseus maximus albididorsalis Dakhla - 10 
 Family Pteroclidae (Sandgrouse)         

 Crowned Sandgrouse Pterocles coronatus Tachektent - 14 
 Family Columbidae (Pigeons, Doves)         

 Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon Columba livia  
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 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Tachektent 
 Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis Tachektent 

 Family Apodidae (Swifts)         

 Pallid Swift Apus pallidus Awsard Road 

 Little Swift Apus affinus Dakhla 

 Family Alaudidae (Larks)         

 Thekla Lark Galerida theklae Awsard Road 

 Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla Awsard Road 

 Bar-tailed Lark Ammomanes cincture Awsard Road 

 Temminck's Lark Eremophila bilopha Awsard Road 

 Hoopoe Lark Alaemon alaudipes Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 Family Hirundinidae (Swallows , Martins)         

 Pale Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne obsoleta Awsard Road 

 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 Family Motacillidae (Pipits, Wagtails)         

 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 Family Muscicapidae (Flycatchers, Chats)         

 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 White-crowned Wheatear Oenanthe leucopyga Awsard 

 Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 Red-rumped Wheatear Oenanthe moesta Awsard Road 

 Family Cisticolidae (Cisticolas, Prinias)         

 Cricket Warbler Spiloptila clamans Oued Jenna, Tichla Road 

 Family Sylviidae (Sylviid Warblers)         

 Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata Awsard Road, Oued Jenna 

 Family Phylloscopidae (Leaf Warblers)         

 Common/Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita/ibericus Awsard Road 

 Family Laniidae (Shrikes)         

 Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis Awsard Road 

 Family Leiothrichidae (Laughing Thrushes)         

 Fulvous Babbler Turdoides fulva Awsard Road 

 Family Corvidae (Crows)         

 Brown-necked Raven Corvus ruficollis Awsard Road 

 Family Passeridae (Sparrows)         

 House Sparrow Passer domesticus Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 Desert Sparrow Passer simplex Awsard Road 

 

 

 
 

Above: Crowned Sandgrouse 
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Top: Brown-necked Raven  
Bottom: Thekla Lark and Desert Wheatear  
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 REPTILES         

 Family Gekkonidae (Geckos)         

 Anderson's Elegant Gecko Stenodactylus petrii Awsard Road 

 Family Lacertidae (True Lizards)         

 Golden Fringe-toed Lizard Acanthodactylus aureus Dakhla 

 MAMMALS         

 Family Camelidae (Camels)         

 Dromedary Camelus dromedarius Awsard Road 

 Family Canidae (Canids)         

 African Golden Wolf Canis anthus Awsard Road 

 Rüppell's Fox Vulpes rueppellii Awsard Road 

 Family Dipodidae (Jerboas, Jumping Mice)         

 Lesser Egyptian Jerboa Jaculus jaculus Awsard Road 

 Family Erinaceidae (Hedgehogs)         

 Desert Hedgehog Paraechinus aethiopicus Awsard Road (dead) 

 Family Felidae (Cats)         

 Sand Cat Felis margarita Awsard Road 

 Family Leporidae (Hares, Rabbits)         

 African Savanna Hare Lepus microtis Awsard Road 

 Family Muridae (Mice, Rats)         

 Occidental Gerbil Gerbillus occiduus Dakhla 

 Tarabul's Gerbil Gerbillus tarabuli Awsard Road 

 Sundevall's Jird Meriones crassus Laayoune Road 

 Fat-tailed Gerbil Pachyuromys duprasi Awsard Road 

 Fat Sand Rat Psammomys obesus Awsard Road 

 

 

 
 

Above: Golden Fringe-toed Lizard 
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Top: Lesser Egyptian Gerboa 

Middle: Fat-tailed Gerbil and Fat Sand Rat  
Bottom: Occidental Gerbil 
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 LEPIDOPTERA - Butterflies         

 Family Lycaenidae (Blues, Coppers, Hairstreaks)         

 Desert Babul Blue Azanus ubaldus Awsard Road 

 Family Nymphalidae (Brush-foots)         

 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Awsard Road, Dakhla 

 ODONATA - Damselflies, Dragonflies         

 Family Aeshnidae (Hawkers)         

 Vagrant Emperor  Anax ephippiger Awsard Road 

 Family Libellulidae (Skimmers)         

 Red-veined Darter Sympetrum fonscolombii Awsard Road 

 

 

  
 

 
 

Top: Desert Babul Blue and Vagrant Emperor 
Bottom: Cistanche phelypaea 
 


