WILDLIFE TRAVELAL s

17th to 28th March 2025 (12 days)

BOTSWANA

Chobe, Okavango Delta and Victoria Falls

“it was our best wildlife

trip ever”
Botswana 2019

A wonderful ‘safari’ exploration of the pristine
wilderness habitats and spectacular wildlife of
Botswana, whilst enjoying some wonderfully
luxurious accommodation along the way.

The Okavango Delta, a wetland paradise in north-eastern
Botswana, is made up of a vast mosaic of clear-flowing
channels, large stands of papyrus and reeds, permanent
and seasonally-flooded areas, lagoons and hundreds of
palm-studded islands of varying size. This unique inland
delta has areas of both permanent and seasonal water with
different habitats prevailing.

Our journey begins on the Chobe River, with its amazing
density of elephants and other large mammals. We visit the
famous National Park by both land and water: a sunset
river cruise here may be one of the trip's highlights. A short
charter flight takes us on to the Okavango Delta itself,
where we will take safari drives in open vehicles and
experience the quiet waterways by dug out ‘mokoro’.

Our journey ends in Livingstone, across the border in
Zambia, with a visit to the magnificent Victoria Falls and
a cruise along the mighty Zambezi river.

This region boasts some of Southern Africa's finest wildlife,
and we can expect some excellent viewing, especially in
Chobe where large herds of Elephant, Buffalo and a wide
variety of antelope gather. The Delta is amongst the best
places to find the rapidly declining African Wild Dog,
along with the chance of finding all three of Africa’s big
cats. Birding too is most rewarding: the Delta is one of the
last refuges of the endangered Wattled Crane and the near
endemic Slaty Egret, as well as being one of the best places
in Africa to see the magnificent Pel’s Fishing Owl.

Price
£7915

Single Room
Supplement
£725

Full board

Day 1 depart UK to Kasane
Day 2-3 Chobe NP

Day 4-6 NE Okavango Delta
Day 7-8 Okavango pan handle
Day 9 Victoria Falls

Day 10 Mosi oa Tunya NP
Day 11 depart Livingstone
Day 12 arrive UK

Leaders
Laurie Jackson
and local guides

Group size
min 4, max 12

wilderness safari, luxurious

accommodation, exciting
wildlife




ITINERARY

Please note that the itinerary may be changed to suit the weather or other
practicalities or at the discretion of the leaders.

Day 1 Our evening flight takes us from London, arriving in Johannesburg early on Day 2,
where we transfer to a flight to Kasane, in Botswana and a short distance from our
accommodation at the nearby Chobe Elephant Camp, overlooking the famous national
park. This afternoon we will take our first safari drive, and enjoy our first ‘sundowners’
overlooking the Chobe River. o/n Chobe Elephant Camp

Days 2/3 Along with many other species of big mammals, Chobe National Park boasts the
largest concentration of Elephant in Africa, with over 80,000 in the park! Safari drives
within the Park offer the opportunity to view the abundant elephants and other big
mammal species up close: Giraffe, Sable and Cape Buffalo are all present, as well as the
possibility of an encounter with one of the large predators. We will have the opportunity to
go on night drives nearby, where Galago and White-tailed Mongoose may show
themselves.

One of our days will include a cruise on the river, surely one of the finest large mammal
viewing experiences in Africa. Pods of Hippopotamus wallow in the deeper water, large
Nile Crocodiles will be seen sunning themselves on the banks, while large herds of
elephants come down to the waters edge to drink and sometimes swim across to feed on
the lush vegetation on the low lying islands. o/n Chobe Elephant Camp

Days 4-6 From Kasane, we will fly by light aircraft to Sango Safari Camp, situated in
the north eastern area of the Okavango Delta, just outside Moremi Game Reserve.
Opened in 2010, the Camp is within the Khwai Community Concession, not far from the
border of Botswana’s Moremi Game Reserve - and its proximity to these two areas allows
us to explore both. Sango is a small and quite traditional camp, focussing on the
wilderness safari experience. With just six tents, we will have the Camp to ourselves.

The Khwai floodplain gives us our best chances of finding Leopard, lounging in the shady
trees. The nearby ‘Mopane Tongue’ of open drier woodland offers our best chances of
encountering the beautiful and increasingly scarce African Wild Dog, as well as Lion. The
dominant antelope here is Red Lechwe, sometimes in herds of up to 100 animals, but we
may also find zebra, Kudu, Reedbuck and Tsessebe.

During our time at Sango, we will take at least one night drive: sightings could include
Springhare, Serval, African Civet or Honey Badger. o/n Sango Safari Camp

Days 7 & 8 From Sango we take another short charter flight into the ‘pan handle’, where
the Cubango River empties into the Delta. Setari Camp will be our home for the next two
nights of our trip, is located on an island surrounded by superb wetlands: Hippos and
elephants feed in the lagoon, while Pel’s Fishing Owl roosts a short walk away.

Accommodation is in spacious ‘tree house’ tents, connected by winding walkways and




giving panoramic views of the wetlands and papyrus
beds beyond.

The Okavango Delta is fed by the floodwaters of
Central Africa and covers an area of 16,000
square kilometers as the waters fan out into a system
of palm-fringed channels, lagoons and islands that
support a wealth of fauna and flora alike. The Delta is
home to over 450 bird species and the full spectrum of
African animals - the Okavango deserves its reputation
as one of the world's premier wilderness areas.

Experienced polers will take us out in a mokoro (dugout
‘punt’) and stop at islands to view wildlife and birds on
foot (subject to water levels). A variety of wetland birds
may be seen during the mokoro trips, along with
technicolour frogs and iridescent dragonflies while we
should encounter hippos and crocodiles in the deeper
water. o/n Setari Camp

Days 9/10. All too soon, it’s time to bid farewell to the
Okavango Delta, and travel across the border to
neighbouring Zambia. Our guesthouse, where we spend
the next 2 nights, offers a peaceful river setting
adjacent to the Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park. From
here we will visit the magnificent Victoria Falls and
take a cruise along the mighty Zambeazi river.

A wildlife drive through the Park could provide sightings
of Giraffe, Impala, Warthog, Bushbuck, Waterbuck and
while we are here we will have the chance to take a
walking safari to see the park’s population of White
Rhino at their only site in Zambia, an awe-inspiring
experience. o/n Waterberry Lodge

Day 11 After one last morning on the riverbank, we
head back into Livingstone, to board our flights home,
via Johannesburg, arriving back in London early on
Day 12.

Visas, travel and accommodation
For up to date travel advice, please visit https://
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice and remember
that this itinerary passes through Botswana, Zambia
and transit through South Africa.

For UK passport holders, your passport must be valid
for at least 6 months after the end of the holiday with
at least three blank pages. UK passport holders do not
require a visa to visit Botswana, Zambia or South
Africa.

If you hold a non UK passport it is essential that you
check with the appropriate embassy or consulate and
obtain the necessary documents prior to travel.

We will be travelling by open-sided 4X4 safari vehicle
and small charter plane. Luggage is restricted to 20kg
per person, including hand luggage.

Accommodation is at a mixture of lodges and
permanent, luxury ‘tented’ camps.




Leader
Laurie Jackson is an excellent all-round naturalist and experienced Wildlife Travel leader
who has led 40 of our holidays in recent years, from Sussex to Chile. We will be
accompanied by local guides at each of the lodges.

Flights

International flights are with British Airways from London Heathrow as follows:

17th March depart London Heathrow 18.25, arrive Johannesburg 07.25 (18th)
18th March depart Johannesburg 11.50, arrive Kasane 13.35

27th March  depart Livingstone 13.25, arrive Johannesburg 15.10
27th March  depart Johannesburg 19.45, arrive London Heathrow 05.00 (28th)

South Africa, Botswana and Zambia are all 2 hours ahead of UK time in March.

Weather, Health and Fitness

We will be travelling just after the wet season: the days will be warm to hot, in the mid to
late 20s and should be mostly dry, although there is a chance of some rain, most likely
short heavy showers, especially in the late afternoons. Nights can be surprisingly cold -
warm jackets and long trousers may be needed on early morning game drives!

We will be visiting areas where malaria is present. you should consult your GP for
current advice on travel health as soon as possible, at least 8 weeks before the trip.

You will need to have a reasonable level of general fithess to be able to participate in
the holiday. Travelling in the tropics can be tiring if you are not used to it. We will be
taking safari drives in open-sided vehicles, often over dusty and uneven ground, as well as
several boat trips. You will need to be able to step up into the high-clearance safari
vehicles, step down into boats, and sit comfortably in both.

TO BOOK
Contact us to check availability and reserve a place. Complete the Booking Form and send
to Sunvil Holidays (CAA-ATOL Licence 808, ABTA V6218), our tour operator, with your
deposit. All details about booking are given in the Booking Pack.

DEPOSIT PER PERSON £2,500, SECOND INSTALMENT ON
CONFIRMATION OF HOLIDAY £1,500 (to cover committed costs)
BALANCE DUE BY 16/12/2024

INCLUDED: Return flight from London Heathrow to Kasane and return from Livingstone,
as above. Local transport as specified in itinerary. 9 nights accommodation, plus 2
overnight flights. All meals from dinner day 2 to lunch day 11, as well as meals on
international flights. Services of leaders and guides. NOT INCLUDED: Gratuities. Travel

insurance. Visas.
WILDLIFE TRAVEL W/
The Manor House, Broad Street, o

Great Cambourne, Cambridge CB23 6DH
Tel: 01954 713575 email: wildlifetravel@wildlifebcn.org
www.wildlife-travel.co.uk

Directors: Brian Eversham, Laurie Jackson, Philip Precey, Michael Russell, Tim Upson
Wildlife Travel Ltd. Reg. No 2237697, (for Registered Charity numbers, please contact us)

Photos A/l photos taken on previous Wildlife Travel visits to Botswana and Zambia. Front: Victoria
Falls, White Rhinoceros. Okavango Delta by mokoro, African Wild Dog, Leopard. Inside: Little Bee-
eater, Lion, Red Lechwe, Okavango Delta from the air, Wattled Crane, African Elephant, Pel’s Fish Owl.

Trip reports and photo galleries from our previous holidays to Botswana can be found on our website.




