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Aotearoa New ZealarD26: trip report and species lists

# DATE LOCATIONS AND NOTES
1 | 7" January | Auckland, Tawharanui Regional Park.

2 | 8" January | Tiritiri Matingi Island.

3 | 9" January | Muriwai Gannet ColongZascade Kauri Park

4 | 10" January |t n 1 2 NRlitadadlBhorebird CentrgVaimangu Volcanic Valley
5 | 11" January | Pureroa Forest Park

6 | 12" January | Tongariro National Parkaranaki Falls

7 | 13" January | Bushy ParBanctuary.

8 | 14" January | Across the Cook Strait

9 15" January | Nelson Lakes National PArkke Rotoiti

10 | 16" January | Nelson Lakes National Parkke Rotoiti

11 | 17" January | BlackBirch.

12 | 18" January [ Y I A (.l dzNJ

13 | 19" January | Canterbury PlainSouthern Alpdaken K |. dz

14 | 20" January | AorakiMount Cook National Park

15 | 218 January | KopuwaiOld Man Range

16 | 22" January | Across the Foveaux StratakiureStewart Island

17 | 239 January | Rakiura&Stewart IslandTe Wharawhardllva

18 | 24" January | Punanga Manu o Te Anau

19 | 25" January | Fiordland National Park

20 | 26" January | Pukekuralaiaroa Heach dzI n LEdg@Peninsula
21 | 27" January | Dunedin
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Leader
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A gallery of photos from the trip @ Aotearoa New Zealand 2026 | Flickr
All photos courtesy of Michael Blencowe, except where shown.
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Aotearoa New ZealarD26: trip report and species lists

Day One7" JanuaryAuckland, Tawharanui Regional Park
After being picked up from central Auckland the group headed out of the big city and onwards to ot
accommodation in Whangaparand out to the Tawharanui reserve.

CKAA FFOUGSNYy22yQa QGAaAAG 3l @S dza AdiNg2F knNFedatoil | 2
fence that encloses the peninsula gave us our first glimpse at the impressive efforts being undertak
to conserve it.

hy | gt I NBdzy R GKS NBaSNpSQa ¢SiaflyRa

t nd y AParadise/ Shelduck, the -black ¢ || M\Fadiable Oystercatcher, Tara/Whit@nted
Tern, Y S NINeWihZealand Pigeort; nTaikand Riroriro/Grey Gerygone, as well as Australasian
species: Swamp Harrier, n | Afjs@alasian Swamphen, Silver Gull/fRéed Gull, Kelp Gull,
Masked Lapwing, Whitaced Heron, Welcome Swallow, and a few birds which reminded us of
home: Song Thrush, Goldfinch, Blackbird.

Mark told us about the acclimatisation societies established in thé &ti@s which released British
species in an attempt to recreate the familiar fauna of their homeland. It was the introduction o
Rabbits and the subsequent releaseSafats, Weasels and ferrets to control thi® 6 6 A G Q& LJ2 |
which added to the chaos already being caused to native wildlife by rats.

I KAIKEAIKEG 2F GKS oIt o6Fa 3IA22R @BASga 2F .|
on the reserve had obviously not read the book as they seemed perfectly happy sat out in open.
was great to have such satisfying views of this sgrikimarked bird.

Above: Banded Rail, Tawharanui Regional Park.
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Day Two: 8 JanuaryTiritiri Matingi Island.

¢ 2RI&Qa { NA Wadingse df whhtiBléwt ZeafasdhiBuldiiok and sound like. The island
2F CANARGANR al dAy3aA AY | Fdz2NF 1A DdA F KIFa 0S8
Predators have been eradicated and rare endemic birds thrive in the regenerating native forests.

While waiting for the ferry we had close views ai (i dzNJWNgvKZealadzl Dottereh rare endemic
species wheepopulation now stands at just aroun¢b@0 birds.

28 I NNAGSR 2y WeEANARQ FYRZ FFOUGSNIF St O02YS 7T
0KS F2NBado !'fyzad AYYSRAFGStE&e 6S KSIFNR GKS
YI{lF12 YR 3ftAYLASR (KAA& 0wt Marvisifledziere gairsiofiafother A 1
wattlebird species, the c R PG NI K LAt YR {FRRfSo6FO1 P ¢KAA
particularly successful and birds are now being returned to predia@emreserves on the mainland.

As we walked alg the boardwalk the forest around us was alive withnTwik

t I L2 k2 KSIMHGSKSIRaE FYR Y2NRAYlF{2k. Stft0ANRa | yR
inhabitants- the striking Hihi/Stitchbird.

2 f1AYy3a 26 NR GKS fAIKGK2dzaS GKIFG OKAYAyS3
AYRAQGARdzZEE 41 Ay Qi akKeé FyRI Ay | FSg LI2gSNFc
fantastic views.

On the descent to thderry, we joined other birdwatchers at a small pool as they awaited the
appearance of the rare endenticn (i /8rpvéh Teal. One eagéyed member of our group spotted

the teal as it slept in the shadows under a fallen branch. We made it back to the jetty and onto tF
FSNNE o101 G2 GKS YIAyftlyR odd1Ay3 FGSN 2d
birds.

Above: Tiritiri Matingi Island@outouwai/North Island Rob{haurie Jackson)
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Top to bottom:t II LJ2 |/\VEhiteBdad(Laurie Jackso) 2 NI K L & £ BroWwR Quéill (adiri
Jackson) n(lcaurie Jackson).
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Day Three: "™ JanuaryMuriwai Gannet Colony, Cascade Kauri Park.

This morning, we took a trip to the west coast. Here at Murvai,| 1Alsalasian Gannets have
established a colony on the cliffs on the mainland, and viewing platforms took us right into the hea
2T 0KS FOUA2yd® bSg %S| fdny|RALSHRIASREGaiN& Sopudatizih ind,2 7
from our front row seats, we were treated to the sights (and smells) of the colony as birds brougt
food back to their developing chicks and defended themselves against marauding Kelp Gulls. Th
were also many Tara/Vite-fronted Terns along the beach and fishing offshore. Thisisea New
Zealand endemic whose population has declined markedly over the past 40 years.

We then headed tdre PiringaCascade Kauri Parka remnant of rainforest on the outskirts of
Auckland with fine examples of Kauri trees. The Ka&gathis australias a member of the
Araucariaceae family that also contains the Norfolk Island Panel the Monkey Puzzle tree of the
Andes. Kauri trees can grow to monstrous proportions and some Kauri in the remaining forests of t
North Island rank among the largest trees in the world. The extensive Kauri forests of northern Ne
Zealand once coverezth aea of 1,200,000 hectares but their valued wood soon saw these forests
decimated. Now less than 150 hectares of pristine Kauri forest remain. And this remnant is age
under threat today from Kauri Dieback caused by thebsoile pathogerPhytophtora agathidica

We made sure we scrubbed and sprayed our boots as we entered the forest.

Mark gave us an introduction to the trees of the forest. There were equally impressive examples
the cypresslike RimuwDacrydium cupressiniyidahikate®acrycarpus dacrydiodediro Pectinopitys
ferruginear Y R 0 KS Y Palécarpus totdraivle dkblored under tree ferns ahiy | Pattns
Rhopalostylis sapida b Sg %St fFyRQa 2yfeée yFiAgdS LIfYD
Ripogonum scandenwe found the curiousloroekalLancewood®seudopanax crassifoliua plant
whose developmental stages may (or may not) be protection from marauding Moa. Michael an
Mark gave the evidence for and against.

Noisy SulphuONBS 21 SR / 201 F (22 & /NeivZeanlard Pigebidsst shaded ih a trées |
fern and an inquisitive o ¢ I 1 INéw Zgdland Fantail dropped down to inspect us.

In the evening Mark undertook a rescue mission back to the first hotel for some missing underpan
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Top to bottom:¢ n 1 IAlgdalasian Gannet (Laurie Jacksdn)) | fAlsklalasian Gannet, T
Piringa Cascade Kauri Park (Laurie Jackson), tree ferns.
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Day Four: 10Januaryt n | 2 NRlitagdNEhorebird Centre, Waimangu Volcanic Valley.

We departed Auckland and headed southeast to the mudflats of the Firth of Thames, international
AYLR2NIFY G FSSRAY3I 3 NR-egqyabvdal aficintdmbl SigrasS | £ | Y RQa
Our target bird was the Ngutuparore/Wrybidl New Zealand endemic and the only bird in the world
with a laterally curved bill (which always curves to the right). And when we arrived at the Robe
Findlay Wildlife Reseryilne Wrybills were waiting for us allowing us to observe that weird bill.

As the tide rose in the bay more birds were flushed onto the resepakaPied Stilt¢ 1| MElith
Island OystercatcheHuahou/Rednot,¢ N { dzNJWNgwWKZealaddl Dotterel arffbhoweraBanded
Dotterel. Scanning across the muddy pools we also foufidngroiti/ Grey Teal and some distant
Kuriri/Pacific Golden Plover.

Just as we prepared to depart, we were treated to a spectacuay flpm thousands dfuakaBar
tailed Godwits. These birds are the champions ofthsigince migration, flying nestop from Alaska

to New Zealand each year. One reebrdaking individual was tagged and recorded flying 8,425 miles
non-stop in 11 days. There were also distant viefva flock ofY II { #ijudpapdRoyal Spoonbill
and a bulkyraranuiCaspian Tern passed overhead.

Lunch was spent with a giant cuddly New Zealand Dotterel dt thd 2 NRlitagda Bhorebird
Centre and the opportunity to visit their wsliocked gift shop.

From here we continued towards Rotorua and beyond to our next stop, the Waimangu Volcan
Valley. Here we found ourselves in a steaming, bubbling, spouting geological wonderland. All arot
us we were serenaded by the constant buzz of cicadas. There specl@s in New Zealand and we
were able to get views of one of the commoner species, Chorus Cicada, on the track.

And another species that aluded us so far, thé II (/Sa¢#dd Kingfisher, alerted us to its presence
with its loudW | -Eekkek] Sdald

Above: Kuaka/Bdniled Godwits

10
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Top to bottom: Kuaka/Baailed Godwits (Laurie Jacksg@horus Cicad I (G I NB k { I ONXB
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Top to bottom:Waimangu Volcanic Vallaaimangu Volcanic Vall@yaurie JacksofyVaiotapu
Mud Pool (Laurie Jackson)

12
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Day Five: 1. JanuaryPureroa Forest Park.

We drove along the northern edge of Lake Taupo, past the steaming Craters of the Moon, througk
fl1yRaOILIS F2NNX¥SR | LILINPEAYFGSt& uwpZpnn &SI Na
super volcanpthe world's largest known eruption in the past 70,000 years.

hdzNJ RSadAyl A2y G2RI
KSNS IINB K2YS (2 &
mammals, the Pekapeka/Shaoailed Bat.

We were greeted by the abrasive call of the fanud we watched as one of these boisterous parrots
attacked a tree with its powerful beak. We also saw another New Zealand partomthepYBIB A
crowned Parakeet flying through the canopy.

| SNB>X Y2y3ad GKS RBranhdpiNd wwdoliaRin antlanSimpeessiire- giant
YIFEKATFOSE 6S 7 2rinfidh edcértBaidy il § d7 ANIdR 20 f, witNiB fadefi
papery bark. This endemic plant has a green flpwaich changes to redas it agedo direct
pollinators away from fertilised flowers

We were surrounded by tree ferns including (Silver-TeeeAlsophila dealbataGoldenTree Fern
Dicksonia fibroseBlack Tree Fei®phaeropteris medullariSoft Tree FerBicksonia antarcticand

Hard Tree FerDicksonia squarroysandwe alsofound a Bamboo OrchiBlarina mucronatd, | R & Q2
Slipper Orchi®endrobium cunninghangindt n y I { Sopeliq afgulata

After a drive through the forest tracks and lunch we embarked on another walk. This time throug
hill forest where huge Tawgeilschmiedia tawttees covered ifPerchingliliesAstelia hastataose

high above the tree ferns. Lower down we found the soft Prince of Wales Feath&eptapteris
superbaHen and Chicken FeAsplenium bulbiferurand Cranfilliafluviatile,known to thea n 2 &R
Kiwikiwi Even lower down we founbawsonia superhavhich holds the lofty and slightly dubious
GAGES 2F Wg2NI RQa GlFffSad vyzaaQ

As we climbed through therest we heard the calls 8f n NS/NeMd&éaland Falcon and the harsh
shrieks of a pair of 2 S {/I&riled Cuckoo high above us.

We continued on our journey soutimakinga quick stop at thé | Awettand reserve on the
southern shores of Lake Taypehere scanning across the volcanic crater lake rewarded us with
Weweia/New Zealand Dabchick ana LJI-/Med Zealand Scaup. Both endemics, the dabchick being
restricted to the North Island.

13
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¢2L) G2 0200 Foehsia ¥xttoitidaja dziydz]] dBopelig afigulataDawsonia superba
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Day Six: 2JanuaryTongariro National Park, Taranaki Falls.
CNRY 2dz2NJ K20St 2y GKS aft21J5a 2F az2dzyd wdz LIS
2007) we had amazing views across to Mdua n dzN@z endption 1977).

Today was spent within Tongariro National Park, the third oldest national park in the world (afte
Stft26ai2yS FYR ,2aSYAGS0® | yR ¢ SO dzNyaker B2
GKS NRBfS 2F a2NR2NRa azdzyid 522Y Ay (GKS FAf Y

CKS Y2NYyAy3aQa ¢S IKSNI F2NBOFad glayQd 3INBI
out. So, some of the group headed out early on a search for the elusive Whio/Blue Duck on the fa
flowing rivers that cascade down from the volcano. Butetgrmed for breakfast dueless.

On a prelunch trip up towards Mount Ruapehu we were able to adad K ZNeW Zekland Pipit to
2dz2NJ 0 ANR fAad odzi 6S RARY QU aSS YdzOK StasS o7
did find examples ofrentepohlia- 4 KS £ 3 S GKFdQa Y2@Ay3 dzLJ
phycobiont component of an increasing number of lichen. Amongst the rocks we found mat dais
Raoulia span eyebrighEuphrasia cuneatand the mountain dais§elmisia spectabilis

After lunch we headed out on the Taranaki Ratdk - a circular route which led us across tussocky
KFroAdGlrda YR az2zdzydtrAy . SSOK FT2NBado .& y24
appreciate this amazing volcanic landscape of peaks and gorges.

One of our target birds was the raggdieda n  frérmpird and, within a few steps, one hopped
2dzi 2F GKS 0dzaK Ay FNRYyG 2F dzad 2SQR fF GSNJ
Alongside the path we found our first Swamp Sun Ofhadlymitra cyanea

2SS O2yUAYydzZSR 2y GKS ¢ t 1 and iKidNdpelfTdst oliMoGntaid Bezch Y A
Nothofagus solandri var cliffortiodésere we found plentiful Umbrella FeBticherus cunninghamii
and heard¢ o G A U A/REedmh |, Rirdriro/Grey Gerygone and Mimiro/North Island Tomtit
overhead. At a bridge crossingYan NX/New&zkaland Falcon flew powerfully over us and up
towards the waterfall.

We paused briefly at the impressive Taraniki Waterfall and took in the delicate floerstefa
tenella named after Johann Reinhold Forster and his son, the G&8ttury naturalists on James

/| 221 Qa &aSO2yR @2&él3Sd 2SS O2yGAYydzSR ol O]l 2\
landscapes under a clear blue sky.

15
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Top to bottom: Tongariro National PaBwamp Sun Orchithelymitra cyanea n
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Top to bottom:Taranaki Fall&€uphrasia cuneatd aurie Jacksonforstera tenellaRosy Sundev
Drosera spatulatélLaurie Jackson).
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Day Seven: 13JanuaryBushy Paranctuary

For the more optimistic of us there was another-preakfast excursion and the possibility of a
Whio/Blue Duck. We scoured the network of streams on the lower slopes of the volcano; th
2 KF 1 F LI LI ydzA D ddilK 8§ KSINENBNB XY QG | 2 KA2 Ay &A3IK
saw them. A pajbattling their way upstream against the fdlsiwing water. Amazing.

From Tongariro we headed south crossing the headwaters of the River Whanganui until we we
following the route of the river as it flowed south to the sea. We dropped down off the volcanic
plateau and drove through a landscape scarred by landslidesyifglthe river to Whanganui itself.
Here we made a detour west of the town to BuBlayk Sanctuary predator free podocarp forest
owned and managed by Forest and Bird (tee/Kealandconservation charity akin to the RSPB).

.dzaKe t I N] Aa 1y26y T2N MétradierosraNst ane bfEhs forest NIi
giants of New Zealand. There were some awesome examples here and we sat in wonder as we stz
dzLJ I 0 WWRAIOKY dely1a Fa 2yS 2F GKS Gt f,0BGy@arswn (
with a height of 39 metres and a girth of 12 metres. There was also an immense Black Tree Fe
towering 70ft high over the Lemonwoogtosporum eugenioidesid HerandChickerferns below.

On the forest floor an abundance of fallen fruit and emerging Pukataeelia novaeelandiae
seedlings was testament to the work undertaken here by volunteers to keep the forest-rmodse
predatorfree. And more evidence was found in the trees all around us. Wosh Island
Saddlebacks, Tui, Whiteheads, North Island Robin, New Zealand Fantails and Bellbirds were all ar
and we had fantastic views of a party of Stitchbirds.

Above: Whio/Blue Duck.

18
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Top to bottom¢ o SNpréh Island Saddleback (Laurie Jackserching Liljstelia hastatgLaurie
Jackson)ree fern Hihi /Stitchbird (Laurie Jackson).

19
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Day Eight: 14 JanuaryAcross the Cook Strait.

¢CKS YIFIAY GFal F2N G2RIFe gl a G2 3SaG I ONraa Ol
2N Q {2dz0K LaflryR® 2SS KSIFRSR a2dziK FNRBY 2 KI
Strait is only 14 miles at its shortest point but theyfg¢ourney to Picton takes almdsur hours.

This gave us the opportunity for some sea watching and we gathered on the top deck as the sk
alAfSR® Ly 2SttAy3Gz2y | Nb2dzNJ 6 KS FSNNEB- &l
a0FGGSNAY3a GKSY a GKSe G221 G2 GKS gAy3do |

ploughed across the harbour. And as they floated past us it became apparent why. They we
Y 2 NRitNehPenguinsfor some members of the group the first penguins they had ever seen in the
wild.

As we left the harbour, we watched an Arctic Skua haranguiagadVhite-fronted Tern. Once out
in the strait we had views dforoaNew Zealand Whiteapped Albatross ¢Soaty Shearwater,
Rako/ dzf £ SNRa { KSI N¥ | (cSoWNamuifFadry Priona whichi fiew cibdeRodteIship F

As we entered the shelter of the Marlborough Sound we took in stunning views of this network c
drowned river valleys and were able to wataehn LJdAGE&t Cormorant, Y n NHzKPietldzK |
Cormorant andawaduikitiki/ Spotted Shag whike n 1 fAudtalasian Gannets dived alongside us.

- 1
PN T e s

Above:entering the Marlborough Sound (Laurie Jackson)

20
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Day Nine: 18 JanuaryNelson Lakes National Park, Lake Rotoiti.

2S A0 NLSR G2RIFeQa gl t]1 FNRBY 2dz2NJ K23St 2y
mixed beech forestsd LINS R2 Y A Y | /&ilbdr BeectNpthdfalgus menziesiand Tawhai
RaunuiRed BeecNothofagus fusceof theNationalPark.

Straightaway we were greeted by that most mischievous of New Zealand thiedgVeka. These
amazing and iconic endemic flightless rails are famous across New Zealand for being curic
bloodthirsty opportunists who will steal or eat anything they find. Wekas were a rarity around her
40 years ago, their presence another testimtmthe success of volunteer predator control schemes
in this area.

We were joined today by local naturalists Raget Sarah Frost who know this area, and its wildlife,
very well. Along the river stream we discovered a fantastic bloom oftpgearasitic Red Mistletoe
Peraxilla tetrapetalahigh on a Silver Beech. Red mistletoe is considered a threatened species, wi
populations having significantly declined due to severe browsing by intro@uashtail Bssums

and reduced pollination by birds likenamd Bellbird. Along this track we also found Bird Orchid
Chyiloglottis cornutaDnionleaved orchidMicrotis unifoliaand the norphotosynthesising Potato
OrchidGastrodiasp. And we had good views of a noisy grouly af {inrthe canopy. By the lake we
also found some beautiful floweringIdw MistletoeAlepis flavida

Along the Honey Loop track we learnt about the strange ecology of these forests. Hidden in the bee
trees are scale insectdllfracoelostoma brittini/assimilebusily sucking sap. The sugary waste is
excreted through the long white filaments which cover the treéhgese filaments are the longest
anal tube in the world! The sugar (not taken by birds, reptiles or insects) drops to the floor an
encourages the black sooty mould fungus that covers these trees. The whole forest smelt sug:
sweet. Not so sweatere the leaves dfin LIASHEwoodCoprosma foédissima.

In the afternoon we undertook another loop through the forest. Here we were walking through &
landscape of tectonic proportionsthis edge of Lake Rotoiti sits directly atop a complex, active
intersection of the Indéustralian and Pacific plates. But botanists in the group were focussed or
the smaller inhabitants of the landscape and Roger was keen to show us the tiny carnivoro
bladderwortUtricularia dichotomaubsp.novaezelandiaegrowing along the damp track\e also
discovered som&onocarpus agggatusa member of the Haloragaceawatermilfoil family.

21
www.wildlife-travel.co.uk



Aotearoa New ZealargD26: trip report and species lists

Top to bottom: Red MistletoReraxilla tetrapetalélLaurie Jacksonyellow MistletoeAlepis flavide
(Laurie Jackson)tricularia dichotoma&ubsp hovaezelandiagscale insect filaments
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Day Ten: 18JanuaryNelson Lakes National Park, Lake Rotoiti.

Today we had the opportunity to explore Lake Rotoiti by water. After a brief stop at the Nelson Lak
GAaA02N) OSYiUNBs ¢S KSIFIRSR G2 GKS t11S G2 OK
This eel is a New Zealand endemic spe@apable of living to over 100 years old and growing to an
impressive size (a photograph on our hotel wall pictured a specimen with an estimated length of 1.7
and a weight of 22kg). Like our European Eels they undertake an unbelievable migratiept
these eed end up thousands of kilometres away from Lake Rotoiti, out in the depths of the Tong
Trench.

We headed along the shore, donned our lifejackets and, with Hamish at the helm, we cruised o
onto the lake aboard the good sipuntaineer Hamish gave us a history of the landscape, from its
3t OAFE 06S3IAYYAYIa @l Edrdpdasexplofe whp KiScoveredNindn&ried
this area.

2S gSNB Gl 1Sy G2 &S SMetrosidetos unbellafadzt on {he elmieknShale w
with its red blooms a rare example this year it seems. Hamish then steered us to the southern en
2F GKS f11S 6KSNB (KS wAGBSNI ¢NIF OSNAR TFi/Reiva A
%Sttt yR { Ol didkadise Bheldufm LJdADTIRE I & / 2 NV Swdihp/HarZier, Y n
Kawaupaké.ittle Pied Cormorant and MatulvioandWhite-faced Heron. We spotted a group of
Weka on the southern shore and Hansskered us into the shallows for a better view.

Ol 2YyaK2NB 6S NBUOdzNYySR (G2 (KS Badkbiked Guils.NE c
These birds are the most threatened gull species on the planet. Their population is in a steep decli
with estimates that their numbers haveducedby 80% in 30 yearsand some longstablished
colonies have vanished. This particular flock has only recently arrived at Lake Roteibieamgl
monitored.

23
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1 02@BSY Yl gl dzLd 1 F k[ AdGGfE S -biledSHls (Ladireazksdn)y G >

Day Eleven: f7JanuaryBlackBirch.

We departed Nelson Lakes and headed east along the Wairau Valley, following the fault line. Alc
the braided rivers we watched another endemi@rapirde/Blackfronted Tern. These birds breed
only on the South Island and we would continue to see them, often hunting over agricultural field:
on most days for the rest of the trip.

We turned west along the Awatere River and then started to climb, higher and higher into the clouc
on a twisting track, until we reached the lunar landscape at the summit ofBietck

As we ascended the vegetation chatgeamatically until, passing2D0 metres,t got lower and
sparser with progressively more exposed scree. By the time we reach the summit we were among
a2yYS 2F (G0KS &aGNry3aSad LXIFydGa e&2dzQNBE S@OSNJ 37
cushions of green and blue flowewghich did indeed look like grazing sheep in the mist. The most
LINE Y A Yy SV (ere tHé gte®ribladStia gulvinariand the blueRaoulia bryoidesVe also found
0§KS Ay e AcwyllaimgmolaNRR Y A ydzi A @S NBf F GA2y Aighyllai KS
glaucesenghat we encountered omhe ascent.

On the descent we stopped to take in the epic views and also encountered a hunter with a huge bc
strapped to hisoof rack Evidence that there are large mammals out here in the moun&gindew
w%SIflyRQa Yz2aid AYLNBaaAgdS YlYYLrta OFyandd 7T
n K [Pdmt we had the opportunity to watch a large colony of New Zealand Fur Seals as they laz
on the rocks and frolicked in the water.

24
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Top to bottom:Haastia pulvinariflRaoulia bryoideNew Zealand Fur Seal.
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Day Twelve: 8JanuaryY I A {.1 dzNJ
Sea conditions threatened our opportunities to get out to sea toeday all travellers managed to
enjoy a trip offshore to witness some of the amazing wildlife this corner of New Zealand has to offe

Some of us went on a dolphin encounter and watched energetic Dusky Dolphins leaping a
pirouetting out of the water. One of us even ventured into the sea to swim with dolphins!

Eight travellers sailed out to sea for an Albatross encounter with the legendary skipper Gary Melvi
who has been taking people out to see the amazing seabird liYelofk | fbr @diddst 30 years. We
boarded the boat on land, were reversed into the sea and were soon speeding our way across t
agSttAya gl @dSad 2SS gSNB GKS FANRG o02F 0 2dzi
long before we were being followeldy t n y 3 dzNilyftHedaNGiant Petrels. These rather
intimidating looking Iods, with a large wingspan of up to 2 metres, were dwarfed when a magnificent
ToroaMWandering Albatross came effortlessly gliding over the boat withmisti& wingspan.

2S a02LIISR 4 We¢KS hdziSNI 1 2tSQ FyYyR DIFNE NBf !
was surrounded by dozens of birds squabbling and feeding in the sea arountes Northern
Giant Petrels (with, unusually, a Southern Giant Petrel amongst them), more Wandering Albatrc
and KaretaiHurukokd Cape Petrels. Two Southern Royal Albatross arrived followed by the elegan
Rdzal1é {lf@AyQa !folliNR&AD 2§ 02y (g &l he LI2
way by an evegrowing seabird entourage.

From the boat we also watched New Zealand Witaigped Albatross flying past along wKtéretai
Kauae Mn/White-chinned Petrel, Shottiled ShearwaterRako/ dzf £ SNDa { K6 R NIy bz
Tofiodzi 62y Qa { KSINBI ¥YENIPA dBBA HFATS NG NS GKS S
nesting in the mountains above the town, the only mounteesting pelagic shearwater.

Above: Dusky Dolphin
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Top to bottom Northern Giant Petrel | A { dlbdaéds encountef,  f GAY Q& | £ 6
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Day Thirteen: 19 JanuaryCanterbury Plains, Southern Alps, Laké . dz

A travel day. South, across the flatlands. Over the Canterbury Plains until the Southern Alps r¢
before us. Through some familiaamed settlements; Oxford, Sheffield, Arundel and Amberley.
Lunch was taken beside the impressive scenery of the Raka@a Gorg

And, as we headed along Highway 79, the scenery just kept on getting more and more impressive
the unbelievably turquoise, glacial waters of the Mackenzie and Waitaki basins came into view a
Aoraki Mount Cook rose above us. Some of us had an oppgrtarbe even more amazed by this
landscape on a flight ové&worakiMount Cook in a small airctaf

We took a detour up to Lake McGregor to enjoy more scenery and watch sonieS {/8ust@liars
Crested Grebes and other wildfowl! but the real birdwatching highlight arrived unexpectedly as w
were driving along Highway 8.

Glancing out of the window, as we passed a series of ponds along Irishman Creek, Mark spotte
few birds with distinctive long Iegs After a quick turnaround we found ourselves Watchlng a palr (
YI/Black Stilt2 yS 2F GKS ¢2NI RUaA NI NBaAlG oANRaAD ! (0 3
Stilt left on our planet, restricted to a few braided rivers in this corner of New Zealand. Now, than}
to a very active conservation programme, there acewaple hundred. A very special bird to end the
day.

Above: views ovekoraki Mount CookJudy Procter).
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Abovel | Black Stilt

Day Fourteer20" January AorakiMount Cook National Park.

Today's journey took us closer towards the imposing peak of Aoraki Mount Cook, at 3,742m tt
highest point in New Zealand bit of a cloudy start this morning as we headed out on a hike along
the Hooker Valley amongst Wild Irishnmigiscaria toumatouGolden Spaniardsciphylla aureand

other upland plants. We shifted a few rocks and found Mountain Stone Weta lurking beneath.

We continued upstream and, right on cue, the clouds parted, the sun returned and Mount Sefto
(3,151m) was revealed bedecked with glaciers, avalanches and snowfields. But it was still dwarfed
Mount Cook towering over it.

And with the sunshine the meadows erupted with butterflies and day flying moths; Canterbury Alpin
Boulder Copper, Common Tussock, Large Striped Carpet and more.

LYy GKS FTFUSNyz22y 6S KA{SR UGKNRdAzZAK Yz2dzyial Ay
some new birds to our list. Finally, we had some good opportunities to watch A U A/Rifedmhl Y d
sneaking along the mossy branches and a confidgigingirdSouth Island Tomtit joined us for
lunch. The circular walk led us through some beautiful forest and we found local plant specialiti
including Haast's Carrénisotome haasii wA OK | NR @spler{iubdticha3d#ingl théNdlatter
sizedleaves of the Mot Cook Buttercuanunculus lyallithe largest buttercup in the world.
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Top to bottom: Aoraki Mount Cook National Park, Boulder Copper.
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DayFifteen 21% JanuaryKopuwaiOld Man Range.

We continued our journey south and the landscape changed again. From Greywacke rocks to Sci
and up through the characteristic short tussock grasslands of the Lindis Pass into a distinctiv
different rockier landscape. And then up, up, up again othan twistin', turnin' track to the tundra

top of the Old Man Range where schist tors stack up against the skyline.

As the sun burnt through the clouds we were able to get down at ground level to expleteatige,
stuntedcushion flora vegetation.

And there's were shorebirds way up here too. These ranges are the breeding grounds for Band
Dotterel and South Island Oystercatcher. Under the rocks we found more Mountain Stone We
lurking in their burrows and the strange, local endemic Otago Alpicledaeh. At anytime of the
year this cockroach can survive freezing solid, and during the winter probably freezes and thaws m«
than 20 times in a month. With the sun out we were also able to catch up with a few day flying mott
includingAponotoreas anttacias

Top to bottom:Aciphylla hectoyiCelmisia sessiliflor&entianella amabiljd/eronica buchanani
Dracophylum muscoiddsectorella caespitosa
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Above: Kopuwai Old Man Range.

Day Sixteen: 22Januan/Across the Foveaux Stra®akiuraStewart Island.

2 S00S (N} @SttSR GKS SyiANB fSy3aiK wehadioso&d { 2
a catamaran on a trip across the Foveaux StraRakiura{ G Sg | NI L&t yR® LGQ
journey and during the crossing we saw | AFlktiering Shearwater¢ ¢Soaty Shearwater,
KuakaCommon Diving Petrel and the maje3ticoaNew Zealand WhiteappedAlbatross.

After dinner some of us wait at the jetty at sunset for the arrival ¥f2 NRitNePenguins, coming
ashore undercover of the night. But wad(i 2 &Gl & dzLJ S@Sy I 4GSt G2
TokoekaStewart Island Kiwi.

We were led on a guided walk across the airport runway where our gghdee red-beamed
torchlight along the edge of the bush. After a whilesasone- a young kiwi running over the airfield
and feeding on the grass.

From all sides weould hear the call of the RufMorepork. The torchlight pked out two eyes
gleaming in a tree and we approadii 2 4SS | . NHza K& | A fdheatdPplantdzst & (
stories about these villains and the damage they are causing to New Zealand forests butaow we
the charte to stare at one eye to eye. At the end of our evening adventure the clouds padve

to reveal the Pleiades and other southern stars overhead.

Above: dusk on Rakiura Stewart Island
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Day Seventeen: 23JanuanRakiursStewart IslandTe Wharawharbliva

Another special day today (amongst a trip packed with special dayg)ok\gesmall boat out tde
WharawharéUlva Island, another predatfree paradise in the Paterson Inlatfew minutes cruise
from Oban.

Here the beautiful, tangled forestasl f A @S GAGK bSg %Si+Yin]lymeKra ¢
Tieké South Island Saddlebadkn We encountezd a feeding party of o LBxoldA Creeper which,

as Mark poired 2 dzi0 2 ' NB y 20 0NR gy werg dreat Ridws @fia gddsos LI
Y n 1 n NJcipvinedwParBkeet and in a gully we palias someMohuaYellowheadgyot closer,

and closer, eventually giving us amazing views of this striking yellow bird. And Michaeledaspoo
by a South Island Saddleback. Something he was immensely proud of.

On the beach whadgreat views of a family of Weka alépo/Foveaux Shagpuldbe seen on the
small islands offshore. Along the trails thesre just too manyKakarudiSouth Island Robins at our
feet to be photographed.

In the afternoon theravere options to explore Stewart Island on foot or on bike. Thosetagiahe
option to head out to seavere again treated to some amazing seabird encounters including the
stunningToroa/ dzft £t SNR& ! f ol GNR&aa |3yBR SR LIS NHERZA FA WTF |

water.
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Top to bottom:2 S I X
Penguin

Redtronwdd | Parakeet (Laurie Jackson), Hoiho /Y-dima
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